LAD TIDINGS

“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers...” (Acts 13:32)
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The Purpose of Miraculous Gifts

hy do we not see peo-
ple being raised from
the dead and rising
from their graves to-
day? InBiblical timesthese mi-
raculous events certainly oc-
curred. Jesus raised Lazarus from
the tomb after his friend had been
dead for four days (John 11: 17,
43-44). Tabithawas presented
alive to loved ones after Peter
raised her from the dead (Acts
9:40-41). The New Testament is
replete with occurrences of mira-
cles and people empowered to do
them. Why are they not perform-
ing the genuine miracles of the
Bibletoday? Theanswer liesin
knowing God'’ s purpose for them
occurring in the first century.

How would one make sure
that the word they were hearing
was truly from God? The miracu-
lous event of God making his will
known to man would need an
equally miraculous event to con-
firmto all that the message was
truly from God. The confirming
purpose of miraclesis clearly es-
tablished in the New Testament.
“How shall we escape if we ne-
glect so great a salvation? Which
having at the first been spoken
through the Lord, was confirmed
unto us by them that heard: God
bearing witness with them, both
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by signs and wonders, and by
manifold powers, and gifts of the
Holy Spirit, according to hisown
will” (Hebrews 2:3-4).

As the apostles of the Lord
went about preaching the gospel,
the Lord was working with them,
and “ confirming the word by the
signs that followed” (Mark
16:20). Therefore when people
heard of Peter raising Tabitha
from the dead, “ many believed on
the Lord” (Acts 9:42). They knew
that the Lord behind the miracle
was the one in whom they could
trust, so they believed on Him.

Miraculous gifts of the
Holy Spirit were connected with
revealing God'sword, such as
prophecy and the word of knowl-
edge, and confirming what was
revealed such as discerning of
spiritsand interpretation of
tongues (I Corinthians 12: 8-11).
God teaches us that the revelation
of Hisword would come to the
point that it would be complete.
After this, the confirming miracu-
lous gifts would end. “ For we
know in part, and we prophecy in
part; but when that which is per-
fect is come, that which isin part
shall be done away” (I Corin-
thians 13: 9-10). God for atime
was revealing his word through

the means of prophecy and such
gifts as the word of knowledge.
Such revelation was coming in the
first century in part, here alittle
and there alittle. But once God
had revealed the faith once and for
al (Jude 3), it was perfect or com-
plete and therefore the miraculous
gifts of revealiing God's word
would end. That which wasin
part had become complete. That
which is perfect had come.

Once the reveaed word
was completed and confirmed for
all time, there was no need for the
confirming miraculous gifts to
continue. So, the ceased just as
Paul promises. “ ...whether there
be prophecies, they shall be done
away; whether there be tongues,
they shall cease, whether there be
knowledge, it shall be done
away” (I Corinthians 13:8).

The reason we do not see
people being raised from the dead
today, is not that God could not do
so now, but that his purpose for
doing o in the first place—
confirming his revealed word- has
been fulfilled. If the miraculous
spiritual gifts are still being done
among us, what is God' s new
message that needs to be con-
firmed? God's message has al-
ready been confirmed.



