
“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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Will the reward be there?   
(Jerry Fite)  

 
 esus reminded those perse-
cuted for His sake that they 
have a “great reward” await-
ing them “in heaven” (Mat-

thew 5:12).  Because their great 
reward is ahead, and faithful 
prophets from the past likewise 
suffered for righteousness sake, 
they can be called “blessed” by 
our Lord as they endure various 
forms of persecution.    Jesus’ 
words should silence those who 
say we should not serve Jesus for 
a reward.  Jesus surely did not feel 
this way.  A reward is a God-
given incentive for the walk of 
faith.  “…for he who comes to 
God must believe that He is, and 
that He is a rewarder of those 
who seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6).  
 
        How can the Christian know 
for certain that the reward of 
heaven will be there when he or 
she comes to the end of this life?   
 
          The reward will be there 
because God promised it.  Faith 
and knowledge of the Christian 
are connected with “…the hope of 
eternal life, which God, who can-
not lie, promised long ages ago” 
(Titus 1:2).  Notice the character 
of God strengthens   the promise 
of the reward of eternal life: God 
“cannot lie.”  The reward is there!  
I, who cannot lie, promised it.  
The promise of eternal life has  

been with Me before times eter-
nal!  Neither the process of time, 
nor the possibility of a lie   can 
keep the reward of eternal life in 
heaven from being there for us in 
the end.    
            
          If the truthfulness of the 
eternal God gives us confidence 
that the reward will be given, 
what about the means through 
which we can have this hope? The 
answer: Jesus was raised from the 
dead.  We have been “born again 
to a living hope through the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead” (I Peter 1:3).  If Jesus 
merely promised a reward, and 
then died, we would not have the 
reward of heaven awaiting us.  
Paul offers the inspired argument, 
“…if Christ has not been raised, 
then our preaching is vain, your 
faith is also vain…and you are 
still in your sins…then those also 
who have fallen asleep in Christ 
have perished” (I Corinthians 
15:14, 17-18).   If Jesus Christ has 
not been raised from the dead, re-
gardless of how strong we believe 
in the reward of heaven, we are 
“men most to be pitied” (I Corin-
thians 15:19).   
 
          God’s absolute truthfulness, 
and His peerless power in raising 
Jesus from the dead, gives us a 
certain foundation that the reward 
will be there for us in the end.  

But the question for us is how dil-
igent will we be in our walk of 
faith toward the reward?  The He-
brew writer addresses Christians 
who in the past had ministered to 
fellow saints in the work of the 
Lord.  He reminds them that God 
had not forgotten such work of 
love, but he feels the need to ex-
hort them to remain diligent.  
“And we desire that each one of 
you show the same diligence so as 
to realize the full assurance of 
hope until the end” (Hebrews 
6:11).   God has the reward re-
served for us, but we must be dili-
gent to continue to obey until the 
end.  Bolstered by God’s promise, 
“we have need of endurance, so 
that when you have done the will 
of God, you may receive what was 
promised” (Hebrews 10:36).   
 
        The reward of eternal life in 
heaven continues to be reserved 
for the faithful.  God, who cannot 
lie, has promised it.  Christ, who 
was raised from the dead, has se-
cured it. So, we can know for cer-
tain the reward is ours, if we, with 
diligence, endure unto the end.   
When our bodies can go no fur-
ther than the hospital bed or hos-
pice bed at home, our inward man 
can exclaim joyfully that we have 
never been better.  Why?  We 
have never been closer to the re-
ward that lies just ahead.  We 
know it with certainty!           
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