
“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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  What A Loving God Does  
(Jerry Fite) 

 
 en often reject God 
based upon what they 
think a “loving God” 
would not do.  For ex-

ample, “A loving God would not 
send people to an eternal hell.”  
Again, “Would a loving God tell 
you to hate your parents and your-
self?”  Yes, we are to fear God 
because He “is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell” (Mat-
thew 10:28).  Jesus will send His 
angels to gather those who cause 
stumbling and do iniquity and 
“cast them into the furnace of 
fire; there shall be weeping and 
the gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 
13:43).  Jesus is up front with po-
tential believers.  Yes, he informs 
all: “If any man cometh unto me, 
and hateth not his own father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, 
and brethren, and sisters, yea, 
and his own life also, he cannot 
be my disciple (Luke 14:26).  
 
           Before turning away from 
God, please see what a loving 
God has done!  God “so loved the 
world” that He gave His Son on 
our behalf (John 3:16).  Jesus 
gave Himself to pay the penalty 
for our sins (Ephesians 5:25, Ro-
mans 3:25-26). Only Jesus lived 
without the blemish of sin, there-
fore only Jesus could be the per-
fect sacrifice for sin (cf. I Peter 
1:18-19).   
 

         A loving God also chastises 
us as His children.  Like a loving 
father speaking wisdom to a son, 
God says to us, “My son, despise 
not the chastening of Jehovah; 
neither be weary of His reproof: 
for whom Jehovah loveth He re-
proveth; even as the father the son 
in whom he delighteth” (Proverbs 
3: 11-12, Hebrews 12:5-6).  Yes, 
it is true “all chastening seemeth 
for the present to be not joyous, 
but grievous; yet afterward it 
yieldeth peaceable fruit unto them 
that have been exercised thereby, 
even the fruit of righteousness” 
(Hebrews 12:11).   A child disci-
plined in his or her early years 
usually grows to appreciate the 
lessons learned through discipline.  
What we believe as grievous 
times, when receiving reproof and 
chastisement, later become joyous 
times of manifesting a righteous 
character.  Usually the disciplined 
child grows to acknowledge the 
disciplining father was seeking 
the child’s well-being among men 
and before God.   
 
            God could have left us to 
ourselves in this life and then face 
Him in the Judgment, unholy in 
our sins.  But God is a God of 
love.  Likewise, God’s church is a 
church of love.  The Lord’s 
church must exercise discipline 
upon the unrepentant member. 
When the man in the church at 

Corinth was guilty of fornication, 
the church came together to help 
him understand that his behavior 
was showing he belongs to Satan, 
not the Savior, Jesus Christ. They 
were gathered to “deliver such a 
one unto Satan for the destruction 
of the flesh, that the spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord Je-
sus” (I Corinthians 5:5).   They 
were not gathered to kill him and 
send him to an early grave in an 
unrepentant state, but they were 
wanting him to wake up to his 
true condition before God, and 
turn from his sin before it is too 
late.  Each Christian was willing 
to withdraw himself or herself 
from approving social contact, 
even refusing to eat with the unre-
pentant man (I Corinthians 5:11). 
 
           The sudden withdrawing of 
oneself from another can be felt 
by the one disciplined as a griev-
ous or difficult time.  But love is 
always present in godly disci-
pline.  “And if any man obeyeth 
not our word by this epistle, note 
that man, that ye have no com-
pany with him, to the end that he 
may be ashamed.  And yet count 
him not as an enemy, but admon-
ish him as a brother” (2 Thessalo-
nians 3:14-15).  
 
 A loving God gives! A loving 
God disciplines! A loving God 
warns us of eternal realities!     

M 


