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 Exhortation 
(Jerry Fite) 

 
 N Acts 2, Peter established 
the foundation for our salva-
tion through the preaching of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection 

(vs. 24-36).  Peter instructed his 
hearers to repent and be baptized 
in the authoritative name of Jesus 
for the remission of sins (v. 38).  
Then we read, “And with many 
other words he testified, and ex-
horted them, saying, ‘Save your-
selves from this crooked genera-
tion’” (v.40).   
 
           The Greek word translated 
“exhorted” denotes one coming to 
the side of another to offer en-
couragement.  Peter, after estab-
lishing the basis for and the steps 
toward salvation, now comes 
along side with encouraging 
words for them to take those 
steps.  It is like parents offering 
words of encouragement to their 
child ready to take his or her first 
step.  The child is held upright 
with supporting arms and hears, 
“Come to me; you can do it!”  Pe-
ter not only established the foun-
dation for salvation but through 
exhortation, provided the encour-
aging verbal push toward salva-
tion.  
         
          We have spent a week to-
gether hearing Donnie Rader 
preach the Word.  Please consider 
some words of exhortation regard-
ing what was proclaimed:  

           First, Donnie established 
the essential foundation of disci-
pleship in his sermon on “Author-
ity.”  We learned that God has 
“inherent authority” because He is 
our Creator (Gen. 1:1). In all that 
we say and do, we must have the 
authority of the Lord (Col. 3:17).  
Our brother showed us that we es-
tablish God’s authority from 
God’s inspired Word (2 Tim. 
3:16-17) by honoring commands 
or direct statements, examples and 
necessary inference (John 13:34-
35, Acts 15:13-21, 12, 7-11).  This 
is not some special religious for-
mula, but how we teach and learn 
from any authoritative source.  
Let us be a people who demand 
the Lord’s authority for all that we 
do!  May we not just learn the 
principal of authority but also 
know how to apply the authorita-
tive Word in our lives!   
 
          Donnie also established true 
discipleship in his sermon “Is 
One Faith As Good As Another?”.  
From the Word we learned that 
there is just “one faith” that has 
God’s approval (Eph. 4:5).  We 
also learned where God contrasts 
“truth” with “error” (I Jn. 4:1-6), 
manifesting that truth unites and 
error leads us astray (Eph. 4:1-6, 
2 Pet. 3:17).  May we never be 
caught up in the thinking of this 
crooked generation that one faith 
is as good as another!   

          The sermon of “Believing 
God” spoke to true discipleship as 
being more than just believing in 
the existence of God.  Paul “be-
lieved God” when God promised 
that he and those with him would 
be saved while facing certain 
shipwreck in a turbulent storm 
(Acts 27:25).  May our trust be so 
strong in God’s promises that we 
will not fear our own circum-
stances and keep submitting to 
God’s commands even when we 
think all is lost!  Believe God!  
          
          The interesting lesson on 
identifying “our ox” established 
the possibility of allowing unfore-
seen circumstances to become too 
common, keeping us from serving 
God as we should.  Brethren, let 
us keep our “in the ditch-events” 
at a minimum and always unwel-
comed!  
 

                Donnie Rader, in his ser-
mon on “The Seduction of Jo-
seph,” offered wise pointers from 
Genesis 39 on how Joseph kept 
sexually pure when tempted.  May 
we all see the difference between 
“lust” and “love.”  May we keep 
our body and conscience “pure.”  
May we never forfeit our “honor,” 
“reputation with the godly” and 
our “relationship with God” re-
gardless of what we might lose in 
giving in to strong sexual tempta-
tion!     
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