
“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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  Giving Thanks In Everything 
(Jerry Fite) 

 
 aul exhorts all Christians to 
“Rejoice always; pray with-
out ceasing; in everything 
give thanks: for this the will 

of God in Christ Jesus to you-
ward;” (I Thessalonians 5:16-18). 
Parents, raising children in the 
Lord, have witnessed the thanks-
giving coming from hearts of 
young children in prayer.  Before 
leaving the bedside, parents have 
heard their child thank God for 
everything important to them: 
their house, their room, their bed 
and yes, their pet fish, dog or cat.  
Parents should leave the child’s 
prayerful bedside gratified with 
the child’s thankful heart toward 
God, knowing God pays attention 
to gratitude and the lack thereof   
in His people.  Did not Jesus say, 
“Were not the ten cleansed? But 
where are the nine?” (Luke 
17:17)? when only a Samaritan 
returned to give thanks when ten 
men were miraculously healed of 
leprosy?  
 

          A closer look at Paul’s exhor-
tation reminds us that Paul is not 
imploring God’s people to be 
thankful “for everything,” but “in 
everything.”  We are to “give 
thanks in all circumstances” (I 
Thessalonians 5:18 ESV; NIV).  
As the child and the pets mature, 
the child should not be forced to 
thank God for the sudden death of   
their pet dog or cat.  But the 

tearful maturing child could thank 
God for allowing him or her to 
enjoy such a great pet.  Even a 
closer investigation of the Thessa-
lonian text directs us to view all 
circumstances as they relate to be-
ing “in Christ.”  Being thankful 
in everything, or in all circum-
stances, is connected with our re-
lationship to our Lord. It is God’s 
will that we view the things that 
occur in our life through this 
Scriptural lens.     
 
           Paul gives us a great exam-
ple of being thankful in all cir-
cumstances.  He could rejoice and 
be thankful in Christ regarding the 
uncomfortable circumstances of 
imprisonment.  Yes, he was suf-
fering “hardship unto bonds,” 
which is never pleasant, but espe-
cially difficult to endure in a first 
century Roman prison.  Yes, he 
was considered a “malefactor” or 
a criminal.  So, how could he be 
thankful in such circumstances? 
In the same breath he could say, 
“…but the word of God is not 
bound” (2 Timothy 2: 8-10). Eter-
nal salvation in Christ through the 
good news of the Gospel cannot 
be shackled from the hearts of 
man when preached, even in 
prison.   
          During a separate imprison-
ment, Paul could rejoice and be 
thankful because his “bonds be-
came manifest in Christ 

throughout the whole praetorian 
guard, and to all the rest” (Phi-
lippians 1:13).  Knowing Paul’s 
work in defending the Truth, 
“…most of the brethren in the 
Lord, being confident through my 
bonds, are more abundantly bold 
to speak the word of God without 
fear.” (Philippians 1:14).   
 
          Paul could rejoice with a 
thankful heart when a factious 
spirit in others was causing him 
personal harm. Some were pro-
claiming Christ “of faction, not 
sincerely thinking to raise up af-
fliction for me in my bonds” (Phi-
lippians 1:17).  Paul was not re-
joicing that some were proclaim-
ing Christ out of sinful motives 
but “whether in pretense or truth, 
Christ is proclaimed; and therein 
I rejoice, yea and will rejoice” 
(Philippians 1:18).  
 

                       Paul is not thankful for the 
restraint of chains, or the shame 
of being labeled a criminal.  He is 
not even thankful for being in 
prison.  He thanks God in such 
circumstances through the lens of   
being “in Christ.”  Regardless of 
Paul’s circumstances, the saving 
Gospel is still reaching the lost 
and strengthening the saved!  We 
too should give thanks in every 
circumstance, understanding how 
such allows us to exalt Christ in 
all things.              
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