
“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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 hat could you say 
about Abraham in his 
walk with God?   
Scripture records this 

description: “And Abraham be-
lieved God and it was reckoned 
unto him for righteousness” (Ro-
mans 4:3).  Paul refers to the time 
God promised to be Abraham’s 
shield and great reward (Genesis 
15:1).  Abraham was childless, 
having only in his house Eliezer 
of Damascus who was probably a 
son of a servant (Genesis 15:2-3).  
God promised Abraham that his 
heirs would come from his own 
bowels and would be numberless 
as the stars in the sky (Genesis 
15:4-5).   Childless Abram be-
lieved God, and his faith was 
reckoned unto him for righteous-
ness.  His faith was not accounted 
to him as a substitute for right-
eousness, but the condition to-
ward being righteous before God. 
At this point in his life, Abram be-
lieved God’s promise, having not 
any child of his own.   
 
         But this is not the first time 
Abraham had believed God.  He 
earlier expressed his belief in 
obeying God’s call.  God com-
manded Abram to leave his own 
country of Mesopotamia and go to 
a land God would show him (Acts 
7:2-3). He left and entered to 
dwell in Haran (Acts 7:4). By 
faith, Abraham was obeying God 

(Hebrews 11:8-10).   Then at the 
age of 75, Abraham was called to 
leave Haran, and he did so to 
dwell in Shechem in the land of 
Canaan (Genesis 12: 4-6).   
Therefore, Abraham did not start 
believing in God when he was 
promised the reward of having 
offspring, but he believed God 
when he submitted to God’s call 
to leave his own homeland and 
enter a land of God’s choosing.   
 

                   As Abraham reached the 
age of 100, he believed God when 
told Sarah would have a child.  He 
looked beyond the obvious barri-
ers, including Sarah being past the 
age of childbearing, who was 
around 90 years of age (cf. Gene-
sis 17:17).   Paul reveals the char-
acteristic of Abraham’s faith: 
“…being fully assured that what 
He had promised, he was able to 
perform” (Romans 4:21). While 
Abraham’s faith focused upon 
God’s omnipotent power, Sarah’s 
faith trusted in God’s faithful 
character: “Sarah herself received 
power to conceive seed when she 
was past age, since she counted 
Him faithful who had promised” 
(Hebrews 11:11).  At this point in 
Abraham’s life, Paul again re-
flects upon the faith of Abraham 
when he writes, “Wherefore, also 
it was reckoned unto him for 
righteousness” (Romans 4:22).   

Here is a second moment in Abra-
ham’s life when his faith again 
was accounted unto him, making 
him righteous before God.   
 

                         Later, when Isaac was a 
lad, Abraham’s faith was tested.  
God commanded him to take his 
son Isaac and offer him as a burnt 
offering in a high mountain in 
Moriah (Genesis 22:2).  God 
stayed the hand of Abraham when 
he stretched forth to grab the knife 
to slay his son.  God, seeing that 
Abraham was carrying out His 
command, stays Abraham’s hand 
and says, “…now I know that thou 
fearest God…” (Genesis 22:12).  
His obedience was not only re-
vealing his reverence for God but 
was also manifesting true faith in 
God.  Abraham was obeying God 
to put his Son of promise to death 
because he was “accounting that 
God is able to raise up, even from 
the dead; from whence he did also 
in a figure receive him back” (He-
brews 11:19).  James, pointing to 
this testing moment in the life of 
Abraham, writes, “And Abraham 
believed God, and it was reckoned 
unto him for righteousness” 
(James 2:23).   

 
                        Is righteous- establishing- 

faith occurring throughout your 
life, and not just a momentary 
event?   Like Abraham, let us 
make such faith a constant!                        
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