
“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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    Pleasing God    
(Jerry Fite) 

    
od created the heavens, the 
earth, the sea and all that in 
them is in six days (Exodus 
20:11)! Under these four 

headings, one could spend many 
lifetimes writing about the num-
berless stars in the heavens, the 
variety of fish in the sea, the di-
vergence of living creatures on 
earth and the complexity of 
man, whom God created in His 
own image. The Bible describes 
the experience in “Nature” as 
the handiwork of God (Psalm 
19:1-2, 139:13-15).  The eternal 
God is so wise and powerful, 
and so far above us.  How could 
we ever do something so ex-
traordinary that would grab His 
attention and please Him?     

 
         Maybe in the presence of our 

majestic God, we are thinking of a 
one-time- memorable- act to attract 
His attention, when we should be 
looking at an every-day-something 
which glorifies God and pleases 
Him.  God reminds us, “The sacri-
fice of the wicked is an abomina-
tion to Jehovah; but the prayer of 
the upright is His delight” (Prov-
erbs 15:8). The eternal and self-ex-
istent “I Am” is pleased with the 
petition that comes from the up-
right person.   Instead of thinking 
loftily of pleasing God by doing a 
great work for Him, we should re-
mind ourselves that our God is 

pleased when we humbly express 
our need for Him.   
 

              The upright offers up prayers 
expressing one’s trust in God. “Of-
fer the sacrifices of righteousness, 
and put your trust in Jehovah” 
(Psalm 4:5).  Reverential fear and 
confident hope connect the heart 
with the verbal petitions of the 
righteous, bringing joy to God. 
“Jehovah taketh pleasure in them 
that fear Him; in those that hope in 
His lovingkindness” (Psalm 
147:11).  

                                                  
               While prayer from the right-

eous pleases God, the sacrifice of 
the wicked is an abomination to 
Him.  Isaiah was sent to a people 
who were shedding innocent blood 
while offering up sacrifices to be 
accepted by God.  The holy God 
makes it clear that He wants noth-
ing of this incongruity.  “Bring no 
more futile sacrifices; Incense is 
an abomination to Me.  The New 
Moons, the Sabbaths, and the call-
ing of assemblies— I cannot en-
dure iniquity and the sacred meet-
ing. Your New Moons and your ap-
pointed feasts My soul hates; They 
are a trouble to Me, I am weary of 
bearing them  When you spread 
out your hands, I will hide My eyes 
from you; Even though you make 
many prayers, I will not hear. Your 
hands are full of blood. (Isaiah 1: 
13-14). 

             God does not only look at the 
deeds of man, but He sees our 
heart.  “…Jehovah looketh not as 
man seeth: for man looketh on the 
outward appearance but Jehovah 
looketh on the heart” (I Samuel 
16:7).  The outward deeds are the 
extension of the heart in the inward 
man.  The heart must be upright if 
God is to be pleased with our sacri-
fices and prayers.  “The sacrifices 
of God are a broken spirit: a bro-
ken and a contrite heart, O God, 
thou wilt not despise” (Psalm 51: 
17).   
           

             If the heart is not upright, 
God will not hear our prayers.  “If 
I regard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord will not hear” (Psalm 66:18). 
The perverse heart issuing the per-
verse way is an abomination before 
the eyes of the Lord.  “They that 
are perverse in heart are an abom-
ination to Jehovah…” (Proverbs 
11:20).   

 
             Getting to the “heart” of the 

matter, the upright heart is the es-
sential characteristic in our prayers 
being a delight before God.  Even 
when we sin, we can change in-
wardly and come before God with 
a humble contrite heart knowing 
God will hear and forgive.  “Be 
glad in Jehovah, and rejoice, ye 
righteous; and shout for joy, all ye 
that are upright in heart” Psalms 
32:11).  
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