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“Red Letter” Only ??? 
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
 n the summer of 1899, 
Louis Klopsch, a German 
immigrant and publisher 

of the Christian Herald, thought of 
printing the New Testament with 
Jesus’ words printed in red.  Mr. 
Klopsch  was reading, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, 
which is poured out for you.” These 
words are Jesus’ words, recorded in 
Luke 22:20.   The symbolism of Je-
sus’ sacrificial blood captivated the 
publisher’s eye, and his busied 
hands soon published a copy of the 
New Testament with Jesus’ own 
words highlighted by color, blood 
red. After the first red-letter New 
Testament rolled off the presses in 
the fall of 1899, the first red-letter 
Bible became available in 1901.   
 
       What better way to truly know 
someone than examine their own 
words?  Source material is always 
preferred by the faithful historian 
above secondary sources.  So, read-
ing Jesus in His own words offers 
the reader an understanding of Jesus 
unfiltered by man’s commentary.  
Since personal dialogue in the origi-
nal texts was not separated by quo-
tation marks, one might find it help-
ful when studying Jesus to have His 
words stand out in distinguishable 
color.   
 
       This unfiltered window into un-
derstanding is filtered, however.     
The NIV version has this  footnote 
in John 3:21: "Some interpreters 

end the quotation after verse 15."   
So, did Jesus give us John 3:16, or 
do we only read what John said 
about Jesus?   
 
            Jesus promised His apostles 
the Holy Spirit would come to guide 
them after Jesus’ departure to 
heaven.  Jesus said the Spirit of 
truth “shall come and guide you 
into all the truth…” (John 16:13).  
Whose truth?  “Jesus- the- Son -
and- God- the- Father” truth.  How 
do we know?  Jesus explained: 
“…He shall glorify Me; for He shall 
take of Mine, and declare it unto 
you.  All things whatsoever the Fa-
ther hath are Mine; therefore said I, 
that He taketh of Mine, and shall 
declare it unto you” (John 16:14-
15).    
 
       Whether we believe Jesus per-
sonally said the words, or John was 
declaring these words of grace, We 
know, “God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on Him 
should not perish, but have eternal 
life.” (John 3:16).  We know these 
words initially from John’s writ-
ings.  We also understand what 
John wrote was God-breathed, for 
“all Scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for instruction 
in righteousness, that  the man of 
God may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work (2 
Timothy 3:16-17).   

          Therefore, it is puzzling when 
people say they want ONLY the 
red-letter edition of the Scriptures.  
If Jesus did not say it, it is not 
Scripture?  If Jesus did not verbally 
command it, it is not authoritative 
Scripture?  
 
         In Jesus’ view,  specific words 
of Scripture possess authoritative 
power. For example, when the Jews 
were on the verge of stoning Jesus 
to death, Jesus asked why?  They 
charged Him with blasphemy be-
cause He, being man, was declaring 
to be the Son of God.  Jesus coun-
tered by pointing to the Scriptures 
to solve the semantic problem.  Je-
sus, referring to what was written in 
Psalm 82:6,  said, “Is it not written 
in your law, ‘I said, ye are gods’” 
(John 10:34)?   
 
           God called the appointed 
judges of God’s people “gods” be-
cause they were positioned to judge 
the people righteously as if God 
Himself were standing before the 
people offering divine judgment 
(Psalm 82:1).  If God called His 
judges “gods,” why is Jesus blas-
pheming when he acknowledges the 
One, whom the Father has sent into 
the world, as “the Son of God”? Je-
sus adds, “the Scripture cannot be 
broken.”  Scriptural words revealed 
through the Spirit  have the author-
ity of the Father and the Son behind 
them and therefore cannot be ig-
nored! They all are “red-letter”! 
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