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God’s Wrath Upon The False Teacher 
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
 here is nothing that pro-
vokes righteous indigna-
tion within us more than 

seeing one suffer pain undeservedly 
at  the hands of one bigger and 
stronger.  The greater the discrep-
ancy, the hotter the anger.  The 
more the pain, the greater the cru-
elty. Ezekiel reminds us of God’s 
reaction to false teaching in Ezekiel 
13. God’s prophet helps us under-
stand why God is so full of wrath 
against the false teacher. Ezekiel 
points out what the teacher of error 
actually does to God’s people.    
 
       God’s true prophets, Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel, had been warning 
God’s people of the consequences 
of deceit.  Dishonest hearts poison-
ing neighborly relationships filled 
Jeremiah’s eyes with tears (Jere-
miah 9:1-9).    “Shall I not visit 
them for these things, saith Jeho-
vah” (v.9)? Inward corruptness was 
manifesting itself also in “burning 
incense unto Baal, and walking af-
ter other gods…” (Jeremiah 7:9).  
Jeremiah is making it known that 
God sees the iniquity, and promises 
that His anger and wrath will be 
poured out upon His unfaithful peo-
ple (Jeremiah 7:20).  Ezekiel was 
also denouncing the people wor-
shipping false Gods. All their cities 
would be laid waste and their idols, 
such as their “sun images”  will be 
hewn down (Ezekiel 6:6).  Judg-
ment is coming!  When it comes, 

you will know that “I am Jehovah” 
(Ezekiel 6:7).   
 
       Leading up to chapter 13, Eze-
kiel characterizes the false teaching 
being promoted.  Teachers were 
turning God’s forbearance into a 
proverb, “the days are prolonged, 
and every vision faileth” (Ezekiel 
12:22).  Ezekiel countered with 
God’s word, “For I am Jehovah; I 
will speak, and the word that I shall 
speak shall be performed; it shall be 
no more deferred…” (Ezekiel 
12:25). Others were not so bold, but 
just as deceitful. They did not deny 
the coming judgement but at-
tempted to ease the fears of God’s 
people declaring that such judgment 
was “for many days to come” (Eze-
kiel 12:27).  Through Ezekiel, God 
quickly responds with, “There shall 
none of My words be deferred any 
more, the word which I shall speak 
shall be performed” (Ezekiel 
12:28). 
 
         The false prophets were 
speaking lies from their own heart, 
not from the lips of God.  They 
were like foxes running through 
desolate places, instead of being 
workers stepping in the breaches to 
strengthen  protective walls.  With 
their lies of no or prolonged judg-
ment, they were depriving God’s 
people a place “to stand in the bat-
tle in the day of Jehovah”(Ezekiel 
13:5). 
 

         In their prophetic lies, they 
were giving God’s people “false 
hope”.  People were being encour-
aged to believe the lie that God 
would not perform His words of 
promised judgment.  The false 
teachers were saying their word was 
from Jehovah when it was merely 
falsehood and lying divination (Eze-
kiel 13:6).  
 
         The false teachers had “se-
duced” people into thinking there 
was “peace” when there was “no 
peace” (Ezekiel 13:10). Their words 
were void of truth, but not ineffec-
tual. They are like daubing the wall 
with “untempered mortar,” white-
washed on the outside, but crum-
bling from within at the moment of 
God’s inescapable judgment. 
 
      The lies of the false prophets, 
not God, have grieved the right-
eous.  Their falsehood has 
strengthened the hands of the 
wicked emboldening them further 
to not turn from their wicked ways 
and live (Ezekiel 13:22).  
 
          If your blood does not boil 
when teachers through lies spoken 
in the name of God deprive your 
brethren Scriptural strength to 
stand, foster false hope, and seduce 
the simple with siren calls of peace, 
how cold is your heart?   If you are 
righteous, false teachers making the 
wicked comfortable in their ways 
should grieve your heart to tears!   
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