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“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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The Creation of the Woman… 
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
 fter exhorting the waters 
to be filled with swim-
ming creatures, the skies 

to be filled with flying birds, and 
the earth to bring forth roving land 
creatures, God made it happen.  He 
created the animals to fill the seas, 
the skies, and the earth.  God saw 
His work, declaring it was “good.”  
Then, to finish His creative work on 
the sixth day, the united Godhead 
declares, “Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness…” (Gene-
sis 1:26). He then fulfilled the di-
vine plan: “… And God created 
man in His own image, in the image 
of God created He him; male and 
female created He them” (Genesis 
1:27).    
 
       If we did not have Genesis 
chapter 2, we might think the male 
and female of the human species 
came into being at the same time, 
created instantaneously. As the ani-
mals filled their spaces equipped to 
produce after their kind by God’s 
omnipotent creative word, why 
should we think man did not make 
his entrance upon earth similarly 
equipped? But we have chapter 2! 
 
       For example, we learn God 
formed man “from the dust of the 
ground.”  The living God 
“breathed into his  nostrils the 
breath of life.” Then, man became a 
“living soul” (Genesis 2:7).  
Reading further, we learn that there 
are details of the creation of  the 

woman which we would not have 
anticipated. We learn that man, the 
male, was without his female coun-
terpart when he became a living 
person.  God said, “It is not good 
that the man should be alone.”  So, 
God determined, “I will make him a  
help meet for him.” (Genesis 2:18).  
 
But before He does this creative 
work… 
            
        God parades the animals that 
walk upon the earth below and the 
creatures who fly in the skies above 
before man’s attentive eyes. Man is 
authorized to name the distinctive 
species as they pass before him. The 
name man gives them, this was their 
name, identifying their distinguisha-
ble “kind.”  
 
Still, for man, there “was not found 
a help meet for him.” (Genesis 
2:20)… 
 
 
         What God determines in His 
mind He accomplishes in His time. 
Therefore, we should not think what 
happens in the creation of woman, 
was not pre-determined. God 
brought the animals before man for 
man to see for himself that there 
was nothing among the animals that 
would be suitable for him. Oh, he 
may have had thoughts as he looked 
at the creature he named, “ox,” that 
this animal might  be “a help” to 
him.  But he knew as a human there 

was nothing “meet” or  “fitting” for 
him among the inhuman animals.  
 
God is now ready for surgery…  
  
         God caused a deep sleep to 
come over the man. He opened up 
the man’s side to remove one of his 
ribs. Next, He closed up the opening 
with his flesh (Genesis 2:21).  Then, 
God “took one of his (man’s) ribs” 
and literally “built” his female 
companion and “brought her unto 
the man.” (Genesis 2:22).  
 
         God presents the human fe-
male for man to name. Knowing 
God had created his suitable helper 
from him, the man names her 
“woman.”  The word “man” in He-
brew is “ish,” and he, making the 
connection, names her “ishshah,” or 
“woman.”  The man says, “This is 
now bone of my bones and flesh of 
my flesh: she shall be called 
woman, because she was taken out 
of man” (Genesis 2:23).  
 
        On purpose, the woman was 
created from the side of man, not di-
rectly from the dust of the earth.  
She was not taken from his head, to 
be his master, nor from his feet to 
be his slave.  She was taken from 
his side to be his “helper,” his “fit-
ting” compliment. They were differ-
ent in function, without inferiority; 
mutually interdependent, but equal. 
The creation of “man” was now 
complete, gloriously so! 
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