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Respect Is Not Blind  
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
 ooking to God for 
strength and wisdom is es-
sential as we live in an up-

side-down world.  The wiles of the 
devil are never so evident than 
when our world calls evil good and 
good evil and puts darkness for light 
and light for darkness (cf. Ephesians 
6:10-11, Isaiah 5:20).  Listening to 
God we feel the “woes” when deceit 
appears as the norm.  Armoring our 
minds and the hearts of our children 
with the Word of God has always 
been God’s prescribed antidote, but 
especially is the divine therapeutic 
needed for our time.  
 
     For decades our culture has been 
groomed to accept homosexuality. 
Legalizing that which is against na-
ture, even to call the union of two in 
their vile passions as marriage has 
never been enough.  The desire of 
darkness will never be satisfied un-
til we “respect” the LGBT world of 
acceptable diversity.   
 
       In the early 1990’s the follow-
ing poster was taped to the walls of 
a Minneapolis public school:  
“Respect sees no color, gender, 
sexual orientation, religion, disa-
bility.”  

        At first glance, we might not 
be alarmed.  Have we not endeared  
judging a person by the content of 
their character instead of the color 
of one’s skin as healthy cultural 
progress?  Not seeing color should 

not set off alarm bells.  Diffused by 
the color reference, we might not 
see what is connected with other ac-
ceptable differences in our society 
such as gender, diversity of religion, 
and unavoidable disabilities.   

           Conflated with gender, is 
“sexual orientation,” as if one is 
born to be homosexual, like being  
born either male or female. When 
you are exhausted trying to prove 
there is no determinate  “homosex-
ual gene,” the poster then injects 
widely acceptable choices.  Was not 
our country founded upon the free-
dom of religion?  Surely you do not 
judge people negatively because 
they are disabled!  

        The poster takes “sexual orien-
tation” beyond accepting the cul-
tural change by emphasizing respect 
for it.  The poster uses the positive 
word “respect.” But it only declares 
what it does not do.  The poster as-
serts that respect does not see.   

       Adorning God’s protective ar-
mor, we equip ourselves with the 
light of God’s Word, and clearly 
understand that respect does see 
things we are to admire.  
            
        Respect sees the manifesta-
tions of age.  God commanded His 
people to  “…rise up before the 
hoary head, and honor the face of 
the old man, and thou shalt fear thy 

God; I am Jehovah” (Leviticus 
19:32).  Signs of aging such as the 
hair turning white, and the face 
weathered with time are seen 
through the eyes of respect.  Experi-
ence that comes with age is to be 
admired. 
 
        Respect sees our parents.  God 
commanded children in the Deca-
logue to “honor thy father and thy 
mother” (Exodus 20:12). One 
makes “void the word of God” 
when other religious motives take 
precedence causing me to neglect 
my father and mother with needed 
helpful care (Matthew 15:5-6). 
 
         Respect also sees governmen-
tal authority.  Knowing God has 
placed government in our world to 
promote good and protect from evil, 
we pay our supportive taxes and 
honor representative authorities 
(Romans 13:7, I Pet. 2:17, Titus 
3:1).  
 
         Respect sees what God honors 
and welcomes His praiseworthy  
things into our thoughts (cf. Philip-
pians 4:8). We are to filter what we 
love through godly knowledge and 
discernment so we can choose “ex-
cellent things.” We certainly do not 
choose to leave God out of our 
knowledge and do what is an 
“abomination” before Him (Romans 
1:28, Leviticus 18:22). It looks like 
we need to treat our children to 
some critical thinking in the Lord!   

L 


