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“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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Promises Not Found in God’s Word    
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
 he Word of God feeds 
our minds with exceeding 
great things: “…seeing 

that His divine power hath granted 
unto us all things that pertain unto 
life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him that called us by 
His own glory and virtue; whereby 
He hath granted unto us His pre-
cious and exceeding great prom-
ises; that through these ye may be-
come partakers of His divine na-
ture, having escaped from the cor-
ruption that is in the world by lust” 
(2 Peter 1:3-4).   God’s Word of 
great thoughts offers  precious 
promises. They are massive to con-
template and precious to embrace 
because they declare the way for 
sinful man to be sanctified, becom-
ing partakers of  His divine nature.  
They speak to fallen man who is un-
der sin by satisfying his desires un-
lawfully. He is promised the way of 
escaping the corruption of sin open-
ing the path to eternal life and fel-
lowship with a holy God.      
 
    Jesus is the “precious” corner 
stone, becoming  our reference 
point for life (I Peter 2:3-4). We 
have been redeemed by His “pre-
cious” blood as the ultimate and fi-
nal sacrificial lamb (I Peter 1:18-
19).  In Christ, God’s promises are 
always “yea” to His glory (2 Corin-
thians 1:19-20). Therefore, we can 
be certain of our present salvation, 
and of the Lord’s promise to return 
to usher the redeemed to Heaven (2 

Peter 3:9-10; I Thessalonians 4:17-
18).  
       God has revealed all things that 
pertain to our spiritual life in Christ 
and molds our minds toward the 
reverential piety of godliness.  But 
in all of God’s promises that we can 
know and be certain of, there are 
some promises not found in God’s 
Word.   
       
       God has NOT PROMISED to 
save man at the POINT OF FAITH 
WITHOUT OBEDIENCE.  Saving 
faith without “works” of obedience 
is “dead in itself” (James 2:14, 17). 
The revealed example offered us is 
Abraham’s faith which obeyed 
God’s command to offer up Isaac, 
Abraham’s only Son of promise.  
When Abraham complied with obe-
dience, we learn that was the point 
when   “Abraham believed God and 
it was reckoned unto him for right-
eousness…ye see that by works a 
man is justified, and “not only by 
faith” (James 2:23-24).  Jesus is the 
“author” of eternal salvation for 
those “who obey Him” (Hebrews 
5:9). 
 
        God has NOT PROMISED to 
accept ANY EXCUSE  FOR DISO-
BEDIENCE.  Paul was the “chief  
of sinners” in persecuting Chris-
tians to death, but he did not tarry to 
have his sins washed away in obey-
ing the Lord in baptism (I Timothy 
1:15; Acts 22:1; 9:18).  He did not 
offer the excuse, “I’m too mean to 

be saved.”  The Philippian jailor did 
not put off being baptized for the re-
mission of his sins.  After one ses-
sion of hearing the saving Gospel of 
Chirst, he was “baptized immedi-
ately” (Acts 16:30-33).  He did of-
fer the excuse, “I do not know 
enough.”  Saying, “I cannot hold 
out against sin,” to excuse yourself 
from beginning a life of holiness in 
Christ will not work with God.  He 
has told us in His Word, “There 
hath no temptation taken you but 
such as man can bear: but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation make 
also the way of escape, that ye may 
be able to endure it” (I Corinthians 
10:13).     

            God has NOT PROMISED 
anybody a SECOND CHANCE AF-
TER DEATH.  Jesus opened a cur-
tain allowing us to see what hap-
pens immediately after we died. 
Two men died, but they went di-
rectly to two different places.  In 
Hades, the place for departed spir-
its, one was comforted in Abra-
ham’s bosom, while the other was 
anguishing in unrelenting flames.  
There was a great gulf fixed that di-
vided the two, not allowing “one to 
cross over” (Luke 16:27).  Except 
we “repent” while on earth we will 
die in our sins.  In Hades, we will 
anguish knowing Jesus promised, 
“…whither  I go, ye cannot come 
(John 8: 24, 21).        
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