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“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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Are there saved people in all Denominations?   
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
 ometimes we hear mem-
bers of the Lord’s church 
utter the following 

thoughts: “I just do not think we 
can say that people in the denomi-
nations are lost.” Another says,  “I 
believe that there are saved people 
in all denominations.”  The first 
statement could be coming from a 
humble heart, not presumptuous  to 
stand in the place of God who deter-
mines who is saved or lost.  But this 
same God has warned us that those 
who believe a lie instead of receiv-
ing God-revealed- Truth will perish 
(2 Thessalonians 2:10-11).   To af-
firm without any hesitancy that all 
denominations contain some who 
are saved, one must present clear 
evidence from God’s word that all 
denominations teach the truth re-
garding salvation from sin.   
 
        Jesus  commands us to “judge 
not according to appearance, but 
judge righteous judgment” (John 
7:24).  We are to “test the spirits” 
by giving heed to the “spirit of 
truth” (I John 4:1, 6).  Instead of 
our “think-so’s” and “assertive 
opinions,” we should not judge by  
“appearance,” but present the 
“righteousness of God”  revealed in 
the Gospel (Romans 1:17).   
 
          The Lord’s plan for salvation 
is clearly presented in the New Tes-
tament. First, one must believe or 
have faith in Jesus through the gos-
pel message (John 3:16, Romans 

10:17).  One must be willing to turn 
from his or her sins by repenting 
(Acts 17:30-31).  Then, one makes 
the good confession by confessing 
Jesus to be the Christ, the Son of 
God (Romans 10:9-10, Acts 8:37).  
One is then ready to take the saving 
step by being baptized in water for 
the remission of one’s sins (Mark 
16:15-16, Acts 2:38, 8:36-39).   
 
           This obedience to the gospel 
testimony for salvation places one 
initially “in Christ” and “in the one 
spiritual body – the church” estab-
lished by Jesus Chirst through his 
death and resurrection (Galatians 
3:26-27, Romans 6:3, I Corinthians 
12:13).  The evidence is clearly re-
vealed: “They that received the 
word were baptized: and there were 
added in that day about three thou-
sand souls” (Acts 2:41).  And, the 
Lord  continues to “add to the 
church such as should be saved” 
(Acts 2:47 KJV).   
 
      Does “Denominationalism”  
teach people to comply with the 
above conditions authorized by the 
Lord to be saved?  If not, how can a 
person be saved who obeys the 
teachings of “Denominationalism?”   
 
       It is the words spoken by Christ 
that will “judge us in the last day” 
(John 12:48).  Those who “do the 
will of the Father” will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, experiencing 
the joys of eternal life.  Saying 

“Lord, Lord,” but failing to “do the 
Lord’s will”  will not cause God to 
pause and deliberate over whether 
or not He will allow you entrance 
into His heavenly kingdom (Mat-
thew 7:21).  Those “who do not 
obey the gospel” will experience 
“the vengeance” and wrath of God.  
Those who do not obey the Gospel 
will “suffer punishment, even eter-
nal destruction from the presence of 
the Lord” (2 Thessalonians 1:9).   
 
          If a church teaches the lost 
that salvation is by “Grace only,” 
when the Lord says we are “saved 
by grace through faith” (Ephesians 
2:8), will believing  “Grace only” 
doctrine save that person who is 
lost?  If a church teaches a more in-
clusive  doctrine of salvation by 
grace through faith, but it is faith 
only, will one be saved embracing 
that doctrine when the Lord says, 
“Ye see that by works a man is jus-
tified and not only by faith” (James 
2:24)? 
 
      The Lord did not add one soul 
to any denomination in the New 
Testament, for no denominations 
existed!  He built the church He 
promised to build (Matthew 16:18).  
You can find the saved in this “one 
spiritual body,” not in the various 
divisions of churches established by 
man!  We need to tell people the 
truth of God’s word (John 17:17) 
and urge them to obey it before it is 
too late!  
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