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“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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Facets of Love    
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
polished cut gem can eas-
ily captivate and hold 
your attention.  Minutes 

can pass quickly when you look at a 
diamond from one angle and admire 
it from another. The various angled 
surface cuts offer the sparkle of re-
flected light.  A diamond’s carat 
weight value increases in proportion 
to the more expert cuts improving 
the gem’s symmetry. 
 
        “Love” is a spiritual gem that 
is multi-faceted. The Greeks had 
specific words to express love’s 
particular facets.  For example, the 
Greek word “EROS” conveyed 
“sexual love.”  “STORGE” was 
limited to “family love.”  
“PHILEO” conveyed “the sense of 
belonging,” denoting an intimate 
tender relationship.  Then, 
“AGAPE” emphasized the “active 
good-will” toward others where one 
is ”seeking the well-being” of an-
other. 
 
          While the Greek word “eros” 
does not occur in the New Testa-
ment, God warns and instructs us to 
discipline our eyes which is often 
the beginning for stimulating erotic 
sexual love (Matthew 5:28).   
 
         The intimate sense of belong-
ing in “phileo- love” is commanded 
in the New Testament.  Older 
women are to pass along instruction 
to younger wives to “love” their 
husbands and children (Titus 2:4). 

Women are to do their part in their 
dual relationships as wives and 
mothers to create a close bond in 
their families, nurturing the sense 
that here, we all belong to one an-
other.  While “storge,” the Greek 
word limited to family love does not 
occur in the New Testament, the 
tender feelings of love (phileo) 
should invigorate our homes and 
our spiritual family relationships.     
 
           As we dwell in God’s word, 
we cannot help but linger with ad-
miration for the sparkling reflection 
of “agape-love.”   If you do not 
have this love, you do not know 
God.  Why?  “God is love,”  that’s 
why! (I John 4:9-10). Through 
“love” He initiated our well-being  
by sending His Son to die for us so 
we can live spiritually and eternally 
with Him in heaven. This godly 
character is manifested when we in-
itiate love for our enemies by pray-
ing for their well-being (Matthew 
5:44-45).  This facet of expressing 
the character of God in our own 
lives will be a challenge, but it is 
one glorious pursuit in the Christian 
life that separates us from the world 
and perfects our walk with God 
(Matthew 5:48).   
 
      Glimmering love is the exalta-
tion of “Truth.”  Lacking the love 
for truth will be a primary cause for 
many perishing in eternity (2 Thes-
salonians 2:10).   If people want to 
know the truth of God, God’s Word 

is easily assessable in brick-and-
mortar and online bookstores.  
Church websites, such as ours at 
Parkview, are constantly providing 
the truth of God’s word with every 
upload.  Bibles in your own lan-
guage may be limited in some 
places, but the major problem today 
with the Truth of God’s word is not 
finding it but loving it. This facet of 
love shines brightly, maybe glar-
ingly so!  
 
       Another facet of love is the “at-
mosphere” it creates for “faith to 
work.”  Christians in the first cen-
tury were not distinguished by the 
circumcision of the flesh, but by 
“faith working through love” (Ga-
latians 5:6).  As we grow in the 
faith it must be filtered by “speak-
ing the truth in love” (Ephesians 
4:15).  Weeds can grow, but we 
should “grow up in all things into 
Him, who is the head, even Christ.”  
So, love will come sometimes in the 
form of rebuke when we are head-
ing the wrong direction.  Paul ad-
dressed the spiritual needs of the 
Corinthians with distinct and direct 
rebuke without being condemned 
for being “unloving.”  After his var-
ious rebukes and instruction in his 
first letter to the Corinthians, he 
closes by saying, “My love be with 
you all in Christ Jesus, Amen” (I 
Corinthians 16:24).  How cruel if 
distinctive rebuke is a sign of the 
lack of love! Viewed correctly, it is 
how faith works through love!  
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