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“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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Profitable Living Under the Sun     
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
he inspired Book of Ec-
clesiastes concludes with 
the preacher exhorting us 

to “fear God and keep His com-
mandments.”  This is the main point 
for all paths on earth end at the 
judgment seat of God. Our Creator 
will judge our hidden thoughts and 
outward deeds. The inspired 
preacher, Solomon, begins the Book 
stressing the “vanity” of “all things” 
by rhetorically asking, “what profit 
hath man of all his labor wherein he 
laboreth under the sun” (Ecclesias-
tes 1:1-3)? What lies between the 
beginning and conclusion of the 
Book is God’s wisdom for living in 
this world of vanity that is ever 
changing on one level, but only re-
peats the same reality for a more 
meaningful learning.  
 
       In Ecclesiastes 11:1-6, we dis-
cover two gems for profitable liv-
ing. They shine today with wisdom 
in our modern times as they glim-
mered in Solomon’s day. 
 
          The laws of nature and phys-
ics do not change. “If the clouds be 
full of rain, they empty themselves 
upon the earth; and if the tree fall 
toward the south, or toward the 
north, in the place where the tree 
falleth, there shall it be” (Ecclesias-
tes 11:3).  
 
         Since rain-filled- clouds and 
falling trees land wherever they are, 
it is wise to “diversify.”  God 

exhorts with wisdom: “Give a por-
tion to seven, yea even eight; for 
thou knowest not what evil shall be 
upon the earth” (Ecclesiastes 11:2). 
“Evil” is used here to denote the 
harm and felt pain that can come 
upon you since you cannot control 
the weather. The land you are farm-
ing may not have the rain-filled 
cloud pass over it, causing the 
“evil” of famine for you and others 
who are depending on your field for 
food. Planting seed in seven or eight 
separate localities is therefore a 
wise plan.  
 
          “Cast thy bread upon the wa-
ters; for thou shalt find it after 
many days” (Ecclesiastes 11:1). 
This diversifying principal in Solo-
mon’s day is the same point made 
in our day when we hear, “Do not 
put all your eggs in one basket.”  If 
one investment goes “bust,” you 
have not lost all your “bread” or 
“eggs” for you divided one portion 
here and another portion there. Af-
ter many days of dealing with the 
evil you cannot change, you can 
still profit because you diversified 
where you placed or exported your 
assets.  
 
      Since we do not know all the 
specifics that can affect our future, 
we can easily create imaginative 
barriers impeding productivity. “He 
that observeth the wind shall not 
sow; and he that regardeth the 
clouds shall not reap” (Ecclesiastes 

11: 4). Unlike God, we cannot “de-
clare the end from the beginning” 
(cf. Isaiah 46:10). We do not even 
know what will happen to us “to-
morrow” or the rest of “today” 
(James 4:13-14). Solomon illus-
trates our limitation of knowing all 
things that occur through God’s 
power and providence by declaring,  
“As thou knowest not what is the 
way of the wind, nor how the bones 
do grow in the womb of her that is 
with child; even so thou knowest not 
the work of God who doeth all” 
(Ecclesiastes 11:5).  
 
      The wise thing is not to create 
barriers paralyzing the present but 
do the things in your control now 
which will profit your future. “In 
the morning, sow thy seed, and in 
the evening withhold not thy 
hand…” (Ecclesiastes 11:6).  
 
      So, profitable living under the 
Sun is to recognize the value of di-
versifying and focus on what is in 
your power to do. Diversifying will 
profit you “…for thou knowest not 
which shall prosper, whether this or 
that, or whether they both shall be 
alike good” (Ecclesiastes 11:6). Do 
not “observe the wind,” focusing so 
much on the wind blowing your 
seed away  that you never sow. Do 
not “regard the clouds,” focusing on 
the chances of rain so much that 
you never harvest your field (cf. Ec-
clesiastes 11:4). Sow today so you 
can reap tomorrow! Do not delay! 
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