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“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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Abigail: A Woman From the Lord     
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
blessing in families is in-
heriting prized posses-
sions. Children can inherit 

a house which presently they could 
not afford with their own limited in-
come. They can legally inherit 
money to give them a financial head 
start in life. Heirs, because they are 
from blessed parents can enjoy 
prized houses and riches that are 
kept in the family. Solomon speaks 
of this truth when he writes, “House 
and riches are an inheritance from 
fathers…,” but he adds another re-
lated truth: “But a prudent wife is 
from Jehovah” (Proverbs 19:14).  
 
         “Prudence” is wisdom that un-
derstands the cause- and -effect re-
lationships in life, and with this cir-
cumspection, can act accordingly 
for one’s benefit. We are not born 
with this ability. God, who knows 
the end from the beginning, pro-
vides such wisdom in His word (cf. 
Isaiah 46:10). One of the purposes 
of God’s Book, Proverbs, is to give 
wise  “prudence” to the young and  
inexperienced. Solomon begins 
Proverbs with, “The proverbs of 
Solomon, the son of David, king of 
Israel…to give prudence to the sim-
ple, to the young man knowledge 
and discretion”  Proverbs 1:1, 4).  
 
         The prudent, possessing cir-
cumspective discretion, is a blessing 
from God in all relationships. But 
such wisdom is especially helpful in 
the closest relationship of marriage. 

A man named Nabal was blessed 
with such a wife named Abigail. 
Abigail was not only pretty (I Sam-
uel 25:3) but she is the perfect illus-
tration of the blessing of a “prudent 
wife.”  
 
          Nabal was a “great man” in 
riches. He had “three thousand 
sheep, and one thousand goats” (I 
Samuel 25:2). The shearing busi-
ness was good. Nabal was no doubt 
a good provider for his wife, but he 
must have been a difficult man to 
live with. He was a “churlish” man 
(I Samuel 25:3). His surly demeaner 
and rough temper would cause one 
to pause if you ever crossed him. He 
was rich, but behaved miserly, not 
caring for the well-being of others 
who did not immediately benefit 
him.  
 
           When David was needing 
supplies for his 600-man- army, he 
sent ten young men to politely and 
respectfully ask for needed goods 
from Nabal. The ill-bred Nabal re-
acted by swooping down and an-
gerly smothering their request with, 
“Who is David?”  He had no re-
spect for David or his lineage. Ad-
ditionally, “…there are many serv-
ants now-a-days that break away 
every man from his master. Shall I 
then take my bread, and my water, 
and my flesh that I have killed for 
my shearers and give it unto men of 
whom I do not know whence they 
are?” (I Samuel 25:10-11). 

       When a servant informed Abi-
gail of how Nabal treated David’s 
men and that David had girded his 
sword in anger, Abigail reacted with 
immediate prudence. She prepared 
gifts to pacify David and keep her 
husband alive.  
 
        She also reverently offered Da-
vid wise advice. Abigail knew God 
was with David and she wanted to 
spare him grief in giving in to the 
present temptation to shed innocent 
blood and presumptuously avenge 
himself. David listened and praised 
Abigail and Jehovah, whom David 
believed sent her. God had 
“blessed” him with Abigail’s “dis-
cretion” (I Samuel 25:33).  
 
         Acting like a king, Nabal 
hosted a drunken feast. Prudent Ab-
igail knew you do not reason with a 
drunk and waited till morning to tell 
him of the danger she had rescued 
him from. He may have exploded in 
rage and suffered a hemorrhage 
causing paralysis and ten days of 
unconsciousness. David wisely did 
not avenge himself, for “Jehovah 
smote Nabal that he died” (I Sam-
uel 25:38).  
  
       Clear observations and timely 
lessons we learn from Abigail are:  
You can live “godly” with a “worth-
less” husband! Heated rashness can 
be subsided with godly thinking! 
You can be outwardly beautiful and 
inwardly wise!  
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