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“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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The Heavens’ Declaring Glory 
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
avid wrote, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament shows 

His handiwork” (Psalms 19:1).  
Above man’s tallest skyscrapers lies 
God’s heavenly skies.  In the begin-
ning of time, as God’s Spirit moved 
upon the face of the waters, God 
said, “Let there be a firmament in 
the midst of the waters, and let it di-
vide the waters from the waters” 
(Genesis 1:6).  Above Earth’s at-
mospheric skies the dark expanse of 
space seems stretched out.  God 
called it “heaven” when he spoke it 
into existence (Genesis 1:8). In this 
heavenly expanse we find planet 
Earth.  Earth orbits around the sun 
along with seven other named plan-
ets forming a solar system. On the 
fourth day of creation God created 
the sun, “the greater light to rule 
the day” and the moon, “the lesser” 
reflective “light to rule the night.” 
Our solar system is just one of 
many in the spiral galaxy we call 
the Milky Way. By the way, God  
“made the stars also” and “set 
them in the firmament of heaven” 
(Genesis 1:16-17) 
 
           David, in Psalms 19:1-6, 
connects the created heavens and 
the sun with God’s glory.  These 
verifiable entities manifest 
knowledge and wisdom which is at-
tributed to God, the Creator. His 
handiwork is like following a meas-
uring line across the skies. We can 
observe God’s handiwork.  It is as if 

He stretched out the firmament like 
a tent to house the rising and setting 
sun which provides light and heat as 
it follows its daily prescribed cir-
cuit.  
 
         The heavens declare God’s 
glory by the abundant number of 
stars that light our skies at night. In 
our hemisphere we can see 3,000 
stars with our eyes and 30,000 stars 
with a six-inch telescope.  With the 
modern more powerful telescopes 
scientists have estimated that there 
are 200 billion stars brightening the 
Milky Way galaxy.  
 
         God did not have an eternal 
black canvas before Him to place all 
these stars.  He created the heavens 
including the firmament or expanse 
for the stars, including the sun in 
which to dwell.  Accordingly, Isaiah 
declares God’s glory: “It is He who 
sits above the circle of the earth, 
and the inhabitants thereof are as 
grasshoppers, who stretches out the 
heavens as a curtain, and spreads 
them out as a tent to dwell in” 
(Isaiah 40:22 NKJ).  The Psalmist 
writes, “He counts the number of 
the stars; He calls them all by 
name” (Psalms. 147:4 NKJ).   
 
        Counting the stars was an exer-
cise God presented to Abraham as a 
hyperbole for how God would bless 
Him and his seed.  God said, “Look 
now toward heaven, and number the 
stars, if thou be able to number 

them…so shall thy seed be” (Gene-
sis 15:5).  If we were able to num-
ber the stars, we do not have enough 
time to do so.  If you count 3 stars 
per second and do so constantly for 
100 years, you will have only 
counted 5% of the known stars in 
our galaxy.  If you had a powerful 
computer to count 3 million stars 
per second, it would take 18 ½ 
hours of continuous computing to 
count the stars of just our galaxy.  It 
is estimated that 100 million galax-
ies exist in the universe.    
 
        How glorious is God who is 
not only able to count the stars but 
names every one!  David declares 
the heavens, moon, and stars as the 
work of His “fingers.”  Placing man 
in the mix, David exalts and  glori-
fies God:  “When I consider Your 
heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which You 
have ordained, what is man, that 
you are mindful of him and the son 
of man, that You visit him? (Psalms 
8:3-4 NKJ).  How gloriously power-
ful is God who created the heavens 
and the stars with the movement of 
his “fingers”!  
 
            How gloriously “BIG” is our 
God who created the sun which is 
109 times larger in diameter than 
the Earth, but 500 times smaller 
than other known stars, and placed 
the sun 30,000 light years from the 
center of a galaxy measuring 
100,000 light years in width ! 
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