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“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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Perspectives of Calamity    
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
alamity has darkened the 
month of May. Evil has 
been personified in eight-

een-year-old youths. One shot peo-
ple to death in a supermarket in 
New York and one killed indiscrim-
inately in an elementary school in 
Texas. Ten lives ended abruptly on 
May 14, as they innocently walked 
in the store parking lot or were in 
the store’s aisles, deciding what 
food items to purchase. On May 24, 
twenty-one lives, nineteen young 
students and two women teachers,  
were snuffed out in minutes, as they 
were shot to death in their school-
room.  
 
         How ugly is evil? A young 
man, instead of seeking and grasp-
ing the uplifting things of life,  is al-
ready harboring racism in his heart 
to the extent he does not have a 
problem in traveling two hundred 
miles to murder people of a darker 
skin color than his. Evil has entered 
into another eighteen- year- old to 
shoot his grandmother in the face, 
kill innocent children, and their two 
dedicated and selfless teachers. 
Evil’s calamity continues to 
broaden its destructive wave in the 
aftermath of such carnage as the 
husband of one of the teachers mur-
dered has now died suddenly of a 
heart attack in the wake of losing 
his wife. Evil now has deprived four 
innocent children from a loving fa-
ther and mother. Evil does not 
merely destroy lives but often raises 

its ugly head in non-threatening 
peaceful settings, such as a neigh-
borhood grocery store or a neigh-
borhood elementary school.  
 
         Our word “perspective” comes 
from the Latin word, “perspicere,” 
meaning “to look through.” We can 
“look through” the lens of the Bible 
and understand that people can be 
consumed to carry out premeditated 
evil deeds. Solomon offers fatherly 
wisdom unto the developing mind 
of a son in Proverbs. He exhorts 
youth to not enter the path of the 
wicked, nor walk in the path of evil 
men. He then brings the following 
perspective to light regarding his 
warning: “For they sleep not, ex-
cept they do evil; and their sleep is 
not taken away, unless they cause 
some to fall. For they eat the bread 
of wickedness, and drink the wine of 
violence” (Proverbs 4:16-17). 
These evil deeds in May were not 
sudden acts of passion, but destruc-
tive violence erupting from within 
two people feeding on evil day and 
night.       
       Like an optometrist, God pulls 
down another lens for you to look 
through viewing evil from the per-
spective of its victims:  “…but time 
and chance happen to them all. For 
man also does not know his time: 
like fish taken in a cruel net, like 
birds caught in a snare, so the sons 
of men are snared in an evil time, 
when it falls suddenly upon them.” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:11-12, NKJ). Store 

shoppers just picking up some food 
items on their way home from 
work, or part of a leisurely Saturday 
routine, suddenly were in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. Innocent 
children and teachers in what is nor-
mally a safe school room were sud-
denly caught up in evil’s cruel and 
deadly net of violent horror. From 
the perspective of living life under 
the sun, anyone of us can be in a 
place when evil casts its violent net 
upon us and we experience our mo-
ment of calamity.  
 
        From God’s perspective, there 
is never a time when He does not 
see in the darkness of our calamity. 
“Indeed, the darkness shall not hide 
from You, but the night shines as the 
day; the darkness and the light are 
both alike to You.” (Psalm 139:12). 
Not one sparrow falls to the ground 
without the knowledge of our Fa-
ther in heaven (Matthew 10:29). 
Are you not of more value than a 
sparrow? God does not turn his face 
away from us in our calamity.  
 
         Looking through the lens  of 
eternity, we see God’s sovereignty 
over evil.  Men will never escape 
accountability for the evil they do 
here on earth (2 Cor. 5:10). Those 
who have innocent blood on their 
hands will not escape the everlast-
ing fires of Hell (Revelation 21:8). 
The evil done to nineteen innocent 
children has not robbed them of 
eternal life in heaven (Matt. 19:14).    
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