
,
“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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Water and Faith    
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
ater, water everywhere… 
is a reality not just a hy-
perbole.   Sixty to seventy 

percent of our body is comprised of 
water.  Seventy one percent of the 
earth’s surface is covered by water.  
Water, comprised of hydrogen and 
oxygen,  is one of the most plentiful 
elements around and is essential to 
sustaining life.  
 
                Beginning tomorrow in 
our week-long “Vacation Bible 
School,” we will study riveting sto-
ries where water plays a prominent 
role in each Biblical account.  
Though prevalent, water plays a 
supportive role in highlighting for  
us the essential element in our spir-
itual relationship with God called 
“faith.”  We and our children will 
view water from different perspec-
tives as we sharpen our attention 
upon various facets of faith.   
 
          Our first lesson exposes a hu-
man frailty of  doubting the faithful-
ness of God. When God’s people 
were wandering in the wilderness, 
more than once they lacked water to 
drink. The lack of water caused 
them to think negatively of God.    
Jehovah, who had miraculously de-
livered them from Egyptian bond-
age and initially sustained them by 
miraculously turning bitter water 
into sweet, was now being ques-
tioned.  Not only did they question 
His presence: “Is Jehovah among 
us, or not?” (Exodus 17:7); they 

question the motives of Moses, 
God’s servant, leading the people 
out into the wilderness to kill them 
with thirst (Exodus 17:3, cf. Num-
bers 20:4). While God miraculously 
supplies them drinking water from 
the rocks, the places where God 
gave life-sustaining water would be 
known by emphasizing their “striv-
ing” (Meribah) against and “tempt-
ing” (Massah)  God (Exodus 17:7; 
cf. Numbers 20:13). God is always 
present to sustain us in our needs, 
do not doubt Him.  Wait for Him.  
(cf. Matthew 6:33).  
 
         The story of Naaman the leper 
focuses upon the humility of faith.  
Naaman first rejected God’s remedy 
of dipping seven times in the Jordan 
River.  He thought God’s prophet 
would come and wave his hands 
over him, calling upon the name of 
Jehovah and he would be healed.  
After all, are not the rivers of Da-
mascus greater than the Jordan in 
Israel to dip in?  Trusting in God’s 
way instead of arrogantly thinking 
our way is better, is a great lesson 
for us all.  Naaman finally submit-
ted in humility of faith to be 
cleansed God’s way.    
             
           Drinking water from a well 
was the backdrop for Jesus to speak 
of His gift of living water.  The 
woman Jesus spoke to gradually in-
creased in her knowledge concern-
ing who Jesus is to finally trust in 
Him for the water of eternal life.  

Her knowledge increased from Je-
sus being a Jewish man,  a prophet, 
to being the promised Messiah, the 
Savior of the world (John 4:9;19; 
25-26; 42) Jesus offered reasons for 
believing in him at each stage.  Her 
story highlights the evidence for 
faith.  
   
       When Jesus walked on the wa-
ter, Peter had enough faith in the 
midst of a storm to heed Jesus’ 
command to come to Him (Matthew 
14:30).  But Peter became distracted 
by the wind’s choppy waves and be-
gan to doubt.  Pleading for help 
when he began to sink,  Peter 
reached out for Jesus’ outstretched 
hand.  Jesus characterized Peter as, 
“O thou of little faith, wherefore 
didst thou doubt?” (Matthew 
14:31).  Little faith fueled by doubt 
will keep us from God’s blessings 
asked for in prayer (James 1:5-8).  
 
        The Lord willing, we will close 
the week by studying water bap-
tism.  “Here is water, what doth 
hinder me to be baptized?” came 
from a man convinced by the Scrip-
tures regarding salvation in Jesus 
Christ (Acts 8:36).  Salvation is not 
in the water, but in Christ who died 
for our sins and then was raised 
from the dead for our justification 
(Romans 4:25).   Conviction of faith 
brings one to the waters of baptism 
as one manifests faith in the work-
ing of God who raised Him (Jesus) 
from the dead (Colossians 2:12). 
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