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“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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God Gives A New Heart   
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
od declares, “A new heart 
also will I give you, and 
new spirit will I put within 

you; and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will 
give you a heart of flesh. And I will 
put my spirit within you, and cause 
you to walk in my statutes, and do 
them” (Ezekiel 36:26-27).  
 
          God is speaking through His 
prophet Ezekiel to people who are 
currently enduring captivity under 
Babylonian rule (cf. Ezekiel 1:1-3).  
Ezekiel began to prophesy in 592 
B.C. as he was one of the early cap-
tives taken to Babylon.  The first 
twenty-five chapters are filled with 
God’s declaration of Israel’s sins, 
the reason for God bringing Baby-
lon and captivity upon them.  God’s 
prophet then offers needed encour-
agement throughout chapters 33-44.  
God’s promise of giving His people 
a “new heart” and placing His 
“Spirit” within them is part of this 
encouraging section of Ezekiel’s 
prophecy.   
 
                God’s sovereignty cer-
tainly stands out when Jehovah de-
clares He “will give,” promising  “I 
will cause” people “to walk in My 
statutes and do them.”  This is a fa-
vorite passage used by Calvinists to 
teach that the believing heart and 
the obedient walk of God’s people 
has nothing to do with our will to 
believe and our determination to 
walk in the ways of God.   

          Without diminishing God’s 
sovereignty, God does not always 
manifest His sovereignty “directly” 
upon man but uses “means” di-
rected to change man’s will.   
 
        God’s wrath could have come 
directly upon Jerusalem like it did 
upon Sodom and Gomorrah.  God 
sent fire directly from heaven to de-
stroy those sinful cities (cf. Genesis 
19:24).  But God’s wrath upon Jeru-
salem came through God using 
Babylon, a foreign nation, as the in-
strument of His wrath upon His 
people.  God declared through Eze-
kiel, “I am against thee, and will 
draw forth My sword out of its 
sheath…” not to be returned.  Judg-
ment is coming, not only separating 
the wicked, but also the righteous 
from Jerusalem (Ezekiel 21:1-5).  
But’s God’s wrath and unsheathed 
sword was unleashed through Baby-
lon.  Consequent slaughter would 
come through “the sword of the 
king of Babylon” (Ezekiel 21:19).  
 
         In chapter 36, God reminds 
His people through Ezekiel that 
they had defiled their land by their 
evil doings that brought forth God’s 
wrath. They were guilty of shedding 
innocent blood and polluting them-
selves in the worship of idols (v. 
18). Consequently, they experi-
enced God’s wrath in being cast 
from their land.  But in doing so the 
name of Jehovah was profaned 
among the nations.  The heathen 

reasoned that the God of Israel was 
not so sovereign, for “the people of 
Jehovah”  have been deported from 
“His” land  ( v. 20). 
 
           God then promises that He 
will take His people from the na-
tions and return them to their own 
land.  In doing so, the Lord will 
“sanctify His great name…” and 
the nations shall know that  I am Je-
hovah…I shall be “sanctified in you 
before their eyes” (v.23).  
 
         Then, signifying God’s for-
giveness, God says, “I will sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye shall 
be clean: from all your filthiness, 
and from all your idols, will I 
cleanse you” (v. 25).    
            
 
           Experiencing God’s wrath 
through the means of  Babylonian 
captivity, peoples’ stony defiant 
heart has been replaced by God with 
a penitent pliable heart, but still “of 
the flesh.” This is not a direct mi-
raculous work on man’s heart. In-
stead, the heart of man is being 
changed to its core through the 
means of discipline. Being now for-
given, their spirit is willing to start 
anew, following the way directed by 
God’s Spirit placed within them 
through the Word proclaimed by 
His inspired prophets. Being disci-
plined and forgiven, God has given 
His people cause to walk in His 
statues and do them.  
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