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“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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Preach the Word!  
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
aul did not have to tell 
Timothy whose word to 
preach when he exhorted 

Timothy, “…preach the word, be 
urgent in season, out of season; re-
prove, rebuke, exhort with all long-
suffering and teaching” (2 Timothy 
4:2).  The “word” is God’s message 
of salvation.  It is the word of “good 
news” known as the “Gospel.”   
 
         It is the “gospel of God” be-
cause it originates with God, in-
forming us of  the Father’s love. 
Through the Word, we learn the Fa-
ther gave His Son and sent Him to 
earth to save us from eternal de-
struction, offering instead, eternal 
life (Romans 1:1, John 3:16).  It is 
the ”gospel of Christ” revealing 
good news that encourages hope-
filled attention upon God’s Son, Je-
sus the Christ (Romans 1:9, 16).  
God’s power to save is contained in 
the good and foundational news of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. It is 
also the “gospel” or “good tidings 
concerning the kingdom of God ” 
for it reveals the authority of God 
through the Son in establishing the 
spiritual kingdom which we know is 
the church, the body of the saved 
(Acts 8:12, Colossians 1:13, Ephe-
sians 1:22-23, 5:23).  
 
        You cannot absorb the context 
of Paul’s exhortation to Timothy 
and walk away from the text being 
ambivalent toward the Word. Paul 
first placed Timothy under a solemn 

oath before the Father and His Son, 
Christ Jesus as he “charged” Timo-
thy to preach the Word.  He im-
plored Timothy to approach his 
preaching with “urgency” by being 
always ready to teach the Word, 
even on those occasions when the 
message is needed but not neces-
sarily wanted.  The times are criti-
cal, for people are listening to and 
desiring enticing falsehoods as they 
turn their ears away from “the truth” 
of God’s Word.  Step up Timothy 
with urgency and constancy, and 
courageously preach the Word!   
 
            The Lord willing, at the end 
of this week we will gather together 
to hear the preaching of the Word.  
Like the brethren in Ephesus heard 
the young man Timothy preach the 
inspired Word, we will have the op-
portunity to hear six young men 
preach the Word.   
 
          Six distinct topics will be 
covered in our three-day meeting. 
The topics have been chosen by the 
men for they are needed, especially 
among young people living as 
Christians in our time.  When the 
sixth lesson has been preached, we 
will have heard lessons addressing 
our inward attitudes and motives, 
our speech, our dress, and our wor-
ship.   
 
          These topics were not chosen 
because they might interest the 
fancy of young people; they were 

first grounded in the Word and cry 
out for application in the lives of 
young people interested in serving 
God.   
 
         Each young man will en-
deavor to explain the Scriptures, es-
tablishing the truth of God in our 
minds.  Then, each man will apply 
that revealed truth specifically to 
our lives as the topic is fully cov-
ered.  The power in the message 
will be the Word, for it  will have 
already been established in our 
minds  as truth when the preacher 
makes application.  
 
         We have been blessed at 
Parkview with godly families rais-
ing their children in the chastening 
and admonition of the Lord (cf. 
Ephesians 6:4) These boys have 
reached the age to  follow the ex-
hortation of Paul to young Timothy 
to “train yourself to be godly” (I 
Timothy 4:7).  These young men are 
exercising themselves unto godli-
ness as they strive to live pure lives 
before their Lord. Their youth will 
not be despised as God’s Word 
guides them to avoid youthful lusts 
(I Timothy 4:12, 2 Timothy 2:22).  
 
        We have the opportunity in a 
few more days to be engaged in the 
Word together. By attending, listen-
ing, and receiving the Word 
preached, we will also encourage 
six young men to keep on preaching 
the Word!  
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