
CHRISTIANS AS BRETHREN: 

PERSONAL CHARACTER AND CONDUCT 

LESSON TWO  
 

INTRODUCTION:   

1.  The second characteristic of the blessed or happy Christian is one who “mourns.” 

 

2. The thought that should quickly come to our mind is that Jesus is not speaking from the 

point of view of this world…Who believes one can be happy while mourning? 

 

3. This lesson will bring out how this blessed state of the mourning is not a contradiction, 

but a necessity in the life of the Christian and a blessing in the relationship of brethren.  

 

I. BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN… (Matthew 5:4)   

A. The Greek word “PENTHEO” means to grieve, mourn or bewail  

1. Word denotes not only an inward grief, but the inward mourning that is 

coupled with tears or verbal weeping – Nations grieving over desolation of 

Babylon (Rev. 18:11, 15, 19). 

 

2. The time for fasting coupled with mourning for having the bridegroom 

(Jesus) taken away in death will come – then a proper time to mourn 

(Matthew 9:15).   

 

3. Disciples are mourning and weeping when Mary brings them news of 

Jesus’ resurrection and personal appearance (Mark 16:10). 

  

 B. Mourning for sin  

1. Sinners and doublemined should seek cleansing of sin – laughter of an 

unconcerned world needs to turn to mourning over their sins (James 4:8-

10).  

 a. If the world remains in sin – one day it will mourn (Lk. 6:25). 

 

  2. David’s mournful heart regarding his sin (Psm. 51)  

   a. He cannot escape his sin (v.3) 

   b. Considers his sin in the context of God (v. 4).  

c. Mourns so much his sin that he considers to be tainted with sin 

even to the point of when he was conceived (v.5, cf. Jn. 9:2-3). 

d. He considers his sin in terms of the crushing of his bones – longs 

for inward joy (v. 7).  

e. seeking the joy of forgiveness and right relationship with God (v.9-

12).  

f. fruits of repentance and forgiveness (v. 13-15).  

g. God does not despise a broken and contrite heart (v.16-17).  
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II. THE BLESSED STATE OF THE COMFORT OF FORGIVENESS  

 

A. Seeing mourning from the perspective of the world will never issue into a blessed 

state of being comforted.  

1. The world loosing source of worldly riches have no promise of being 

comforted (cf. Revelation 18: 11, 15, 19)  

2. The worldly disregard for spiritual relationship with God has only eternal 

weeping and gnashing of teeth in their future (cf. Lk. 6:25, Matt. 13:42).  

B. When man humbles himself before God in mourning, God will exalt him to a 

renewed relationship with Him in forgiveness 

 1. No comfort when still unclean in sin (Psm. 51:10) 

 2. No comfort when separated from God (Psm. 51:11)   

3. Restoration of the joy of being saved from sin is comforting to look 

forward to.   

 C. The Gospel is comforting good news to the one who first mourns for his or her sin  

  1. How Paul looked at himself, his sins, God and Christ  

   a. “Wretched man that I am! (Romans 7:24)  

b. Thankful to God that in Christ he has no condemnation (Romans 

7:25, 8:1, 2, 6) 

2. Gospel is preached to the dead in sin as good news to those who stand 

condemned before God in their sin (I Pet. 4:6)   

  

 

III. BRETHREN MOURNING FOR SINS  

 

 A. Sin of the individual – man committing adultery with his father’s wife- not puffed 

                        up, overlooking sin (I Cor. 5:2)  

  

 B. Sins of others – not repented of (2 Cor. 12:21)  

 

 C. There is comfort in forgiveness (2 Cor. 2:6-7)  

  

   

CONCLUSION:  

 

1. The first two beatitudes emphasize the character of the Christian primarily before God  

 a. Not self-sufficient – but God- sufficient (poor in spirit…) 

 b. (Mourning) for sin – Not disregarding our sin in a laughing unconcerned world.   
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QUESTIONS:  

 

1. With the second beatitude, why might you to consider “blessedness” differently 

              from a worldly definition of happiness?  

 

 

2. The Greek word, translated “mourn” is not just a “inward grief” but is sometimes  

 associated with ____________    __________________.  

 

 

3. What two classes of people should mourn?  

 

 

 

4. How deeply mournful was David regarding his sin of adultery with Bathsheba?  

 

 

 

 

 

5. What does God never despise?  

 

 

 

 

6. How did Paul go from mourning to comfort in Christ?  

 

 

 

 

7. Is the Gospel good news separated completely from condemning sin?  

 

 

 

8. What will a brother in Christ not overlook when he mourns for his brother’s sin?  

 

 

 

9. What caused Paul to mourn for all brethren?   

 

 

10. Is there scriptural comfort in forgiveness?  


