
 LEVITICUS – LESSON SIX 

(Chapter 10) 

 
The event surrounding the death of Aaron’s two sons, Nadab and Abihu, was the consecration 

days of the priests. The anointing oil was still on them (10:7). The meal offering still remained to 

be eaten (10:11-12). Moses inquires about the goat offering, which is a sin offering for the 

people, which was offered on their behalf on the eighth day of consecration (9:3).  

 

As Moses and Aaron are standing before the people who are awed by God sending his 

consuming fire upon the altar, Nadab and Abihu offer up strange fire and are immediately 

destroyed by fire from heaven. What a sobering moment!  
 

I. SIN OF NADAB AND ABIHU (Chapter 10)  

 A. Nature of their sin (10:1-3)  

1. Offered strange fire – God did not command. 

a. Fire was to be obtained from the altar (cf. Lev. 16:12-13 Lev. 6:12-

13; Exodus 29:38-39) 

2. Punishment: Devoured by fire that comes before Jehovah – bodies not 

consumed, nor coats destroyed with fire (10:5).  

3. Lesson: “I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the 

people will I be glorified” (10:3). 

4. Aaron holds his peace – God has the right to judge (cf. Psalm 39:9).  

 

 B. Moses’ immediate instructions to the Priests (10:4-7) 

1. Mishael and Elzaphan (Nadab and Abihu’s  second cousins – (Exodus 

6:18-22) ordered to take the bodies of their brethren from before the 

sanctuary out of the camp.  

2. Aaron and sons commanded not to show outward signs of mourning while 

Israelites mourn the burning.  

 a. Hair not to be let loose (cf. Lev. 21:10-11).  

 b. Penalty: priest dies, God is wroth with congregation.  

3. Priest must fulfill his service even though the death of a loved one has 

occurred.  

a. Must not depart from the door of the tent of meeting in his special 

service of consecration – anointing oil still on the priest.  

b. Penalty: death.  

 

C. Jehovah instructs Aaron that ministering priests were not to drink wine or strong 

drink (10:8-11). 

1. Purpose: Priests must be able to make a distinction between the holy and 

common and teach the statutes to Israel.  

2. Penalty: death.  

 

D. Moses’ instructions to Aaron and remaining sons (Eleazar and Ithamar) to eat the 

sacrifices (10:12-15) 
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1. Aaron and sons to eat the meal offering in the holy place – the tabernacle. 

2. Aaron, sons, and daughters to eat of wave-breast and heave-thigh offerings 

in a clean place – their part of peace offerings. 

   

E. Moses is angry over uneaten goat of sin-offering (10:16-20) 

 1. Blood not brought inside tabernacles – should be eaten.  

 2. Reason: by eating, priests “carried away” the sins of the people. 

3. Aaron’s response: Would it have been well-pleasing to God to eat in 

mourning- be unclean? (cf. Deuteronomy 26:14).  

4. Aaron’s response accepted by Moses.  

 

QUESTIONS:  

 

1. Why could you call Nadab and Abihu’s sin “presumptuous”?  

 

 

2. What penalty did Nadab and Abihu suffer for their sin?  

 

3. What principle did the penalty emphasize?  

 

 

4. Where the bodies of Nadab and Abihu were found, what might this say about their 

offering?  

 

 

5. The immediate brothers of Nabad and Abihu were commanded to carry the bodies 

outside the camp. (T) (F)  

 

6. What were the priests not to do that their brethren of Israel could do?  

 

 

7. Why do you think that instructions concerning wine and strong drink are mentioned on 

this occasion?  

 

 

8. Could Aaron’s daughters partake of any of the offerings?  

 

9. Could Aaron’s sons eat of the peace-offerings in a different place than the meal-

offerings?  

 

10. How do you know by the animal of the sin-offering that the events of chapter 10 are tied 

with the eighth day of the consecration of the priests?  
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11. With whom was Moses angry and why?  

 

 

 

12. Did Aaron have a scriptural response to Moses?  

 

 

 

13. Why do you think Moses was well-pleased with Aaron and his response?  

 

 

 

14. Does Nadab and Abihu’s sin have any proper application for us today as Christians?  


