
NAAMAN THE LEPER AND THE JORDAN RIVER 

(2 Kings 5) 

 
 

 Elisha, the prophet of God, was dwelling in the upper country of Samaria when 

God providentially brings Naaman to his house.  Naaman was a “great man with his 

master”, being captain of Syria’s army.  He was “honorable” because of the recent 

military victory he had achieved with the help of Jehovah.  His greatness as a soldier was 

also recognized because he was “a mighty man of valor.”  With all his greatness, a major 

problem must have haunted him, for he “was a leper.” (2 Kings 5: 1).  Leprosy had 

various degrees, but even with lighter cases, one was always fearful that it would advance 

to more severe degrees.  With rotting flesh, its characteristics manifested one “as one 

dead” with flesh “half consumed” (Numbers 12:12).  

 

 God’s providence and sovereignty is paramount in the account of Naaman’s cure 

from leprosy.  As the victorious Syrian army was passing through the land of Israel 

taking captives, a “little maiden” is captured and is brought to serve Naaman’s wife.  

This little maiden has great faith, for she exclaims to her mistress, “Would that my lord 

were with the prophet that is in Samaria! Then would he recover him of his leprosy” (2 

Kings 5:3).  Naaman takes this information to his King, and the King writes a letter of 

introduction and makes a request of Israel’s king.  When speaking of God’s providence, 

words of “perhaps” and “who knows” are used (Philemon 15, Esther 4:14), because we 

do not see the unmistakable or miraculous hand of God involved.  But we know God 

works in circumstances and through individuals to accomplish His will (cf. Genesis 

50:20).  An army capturing a maiden of Israel who has faith in God and His prophet; who 

happens to serve Naaman’s wife; who speaks up about the solution to Naaman’s leprosy; 

and word gets to Naaman’s king who gets the ball rolling are all non-miraculous events 

but perhaps and who knows if God is not behind the scenes working to manifest His 

Name to not only a heathen nation, but even to remind God’s erring people of the One 

True God.  We know Jesus used this event in Naaman’s life to teach God’s universal care 

to the Jews of His day (Luke 4:27).  “Perhaps” God is working to do the same in Elisha’s 

and Naaman’s day.  

 

 God’s sovereignty is seen in an almost comical way.  Israel’s king, knowing no 

man can heal Leprosy, feels the pressure of the 

request of Syrian’s king.  Israel’s king exclaims, 

“Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man 

doth send unto me to recover a man of his 

leprosy?” (2 Kings 5:7).  Israel’s king knows only 

God can heal leprosy, so he thinks Syria’s king is 

just “seeking a quarrel.”  The anxiety of Israel’s 

king is soon relieved when the man of God, Elisha, 

confidently steps up to accomplish the goal: “and 

he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel” (2 

Kings 5:8). What a sad spiritual state when Israel’s king does not have the knowledge and 

consequent faith that a little maiden has!  
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 Naaman’s first introduction to Elisha manifested Naaman’s harmful pride.  

Humility was probably not needed as he was already great in the eyes of his king, and a 

brave and efficient soldier.  But humility is necessary when one considers his relationship 

with God.  As he stood before Elisha’s house with his 

men, chariots, and horses; he was expecting Elisha to 

show him respect and do some great thing.  Instead, 

when Elisha sent a messenger with the instructions to 

wash seven times in the Jordan River, Naaman went 

away mad.  He “thought, He will surely come out to 

me and stand, and call on the name of Jehovah his 

God, and wave his hand over the place, and recover 

the leper” (2 Kings 5:11).  Why the River Jordan, 

which is often muddy?  He says, “Are not Abanah and 

Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus better than all the 

waters of Israel?” (2 Kings 5:12).  He thought in his 

own self-elevated wisdom instead of humbly 

submitting to what God’s prophet actually demands.  

We must be willing to humble ourselves under the 

mighty hand of God, that He may exalt us in due time 

(I Peter 5:6).  Naaman learned this principal by first listening to the sound reasoning of 

his servants. They said to Naaman, “My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great 

thing, wouldest thou not have done it? How much rather then, when he saith to thee, 

Wash and be clean?” (2 Kings5:13).   He listened and humbly submitted.  

 

 “Naaman went down, and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to 

the saying of the man of God; and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, 

and he was clean” (2 Kings 5:14).  The cleansing came 

not because the water was magical, but because God gave 

the specific instructions of washing seven times in the 

Jordan.  He was cleansing the Leprosy, not the water.  

But only by traveling some 25 miles and descending 

some 1000 feet from Samaria to the Jordan River and 

washing not five, or six, but seven times, Naaman 

became cleansed of Leprosy.  God’s sovereignty and 

man’s obedience worked together for the blessing of 

cleansed leprosy.  Today, a greater problem than leprosy 

confronts each of us, and that is sin.  Saul did not balk as Naaman did, but humbly 

submitted to the instructions of God through his servant and was baptized to wash away 

his sins (Acts 22:16. 9:18).  Only God can take away sins, but Saul did not have his sins 

washed away until he humbly submitted to the command to be baptized.  Like in the days 

of Naaman in the Jordan River, God’s sovereignty and man’s obedience work together in 

having our sins washed away.  
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Naaman could have journeyed on to Syrian Damascus, but to his credit he went 

back to Samaria where Elisha lived, at least 50 miles out of his way,  and expressed his 

conviction and gratitude.  He said, “I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in 

Israel: now therefore, I pray thee take a present of thy servant” (2 Kings 5:15).   

Gratitude to God for what He has done is always noticed and appreciated by God.  When 

Jesus healed ten lepers, only one came back to glorify God.  Jesus said, “Were not the ten 

cleansed? But where are the nine?” (Luke 17:17).   

 

 Naaman conveys his desire to Elisha that in the days ahead he would only 

sacrifice to Jehovah.  He has inward conviction but manifests a weakness in that he asks 

God to forgive him when he goes back to Syria.  For he sees himself fulfilling his duties 

to his master and be with him as his master worships an idolatrous god.  His conscience is 

bothering him contemplating his actions, but he is determined to carry out what he 

foresees.   “When my master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he 

leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, Jehovah pardon thy 

servant in this thing” (2 Kings 5:18).   Such compromise is not pleasing to God and is not 

manifested by the true people of God.  God demands repentance or the turning from our 

sin before we are pardoned by God (Acts 3:19).  Three young Israelites teach us that to 

bow down before Idols is not right even when death is the threat (Daniel 3:16-18).  

Christians accepted death instead of worshipping idols in the first century (Revelation 

12:11, 13:15).  Naaman has manifested humility, but may we never follow his example 

of trying to compromise as he served an idolatrous king.  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

 

1. How does God’s providence work?  

  

 

 

2. Do you see God’s providence working in the life of Naaman?  

 

 

 

3. How does the king of Israel manifest God’s sovereignty over healing leprosy?  

 

 

 

4. In what ways did Naaman manifest sinful pride?  

 

 

 

 

5. How did Naaman manifest true humility?  
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6. How does Naaman and his cleansing of leprosy provide for us a good example in 

being cleansed from our sins?  

 

 

 

 

7. How can we manifest gratitude for the blessings we receive in our life?  

 

 

 

 

8. Why does Elisha say to Naaman, “Go in peace” (2 Kings 5:19) if what Naaman 

has said he would do in Syria is sinful?  

 

 

 

  

 


