
WASH AWAY YOUR SINS 

(Acts 22:16) 
 

 The apostle Paul in reflecting upon being cleansed from his sins revealed what he 

was told to do by Ananias: “Why tarriest thou? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away 

thy sins, calling on his name” (Acts 22:16).  To be free from the guilt of sin, why would 

anyone wait?  The calling on the name or authority of the Lord was the appeal for having 

any hope of God forgiving any sin.  Jesus had obtained this authoritative name not only 

through his sacrificial death, but through his resurrection (cf. Philippians 2:8-9).  Ready 

to enjoy the blessing of having all of one’s sins washed away, with faith in the one who 

has the only name through which salvation can be obtained (Acts 4:12), Saul needed to 

comply with the condition: “be baptized.”   

 

 Baptism is a transliteration of the Greek noun “BAPTISMA” which consists “of 

the processes of immersion, submersion and emergence…” (VINE’S, p. 96).  It is “from 

BAPTO, to dip”  The verb form, BAPTIZO, “was used among the Greeks to signify the 

dyeing of a garment, or the drawing of wine by dipping the cup into the bowl (Alexis, 67) 

and Plato, metaphorically, of being 

overwhelmed with questions 

(Euthydemus, 277 d).” (ibid, p. 97).  

So, when we read that one is 

“baptized” in the New Testament we 

automatically with assurance know 

that one is being immersed or dipped, 

not having water sprinkled upon one’s 

head.  There is a different Greek word 

for “sprinkle” (RHANTIZO).  In fact 

“sprinkling” as baptism did not 

become common until the 12th and 13th 

centuries (The Catholic Encyclopedia, 

Vol. 2; p. 262).  When John “baptized” Jesus he “immersed” Him in water (Matthew 

3:16).  

 

 With sins still on our record before God and upon our conscience, we are not in a 

saved or justified condition.  It is interesting to note that baptism in water is the one 

baptism in the name of the Lord (Eph. 4:5, Acts 10:47-48, Acts 2:38), and is always 

between the believer and having his or her sins washed away. Note a couple of examples: 

“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16); “Repent and be 

baptized…for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38).  In the counts of conversion, the person 

who rejoiced in being saved did so after baptism in water, not before (Acts 8:38,39; 

16:30-34).   

 

 It is not some power in the water that washes away our sins, but trust in the power 

of Jesus’ blood or death which has the power to justify us before God.  Notice that what 

the “blood” does, we see “baptism” accomplishing the same.  For example, Jesus loosed 

us from our sins by His blood (Revelation 1:10), but when baptized, we have our sins  
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washed away (Acts 22:16).  The blood of Christ has the power to cleanse us from a guilty 

conscience (Hebrews 9:14), but in baptism we are appealing to God for a clean 

conscience ( I Peter 3:21).  Jesus poured out his blood for the remission of sins (Matthew 

26:28), yet being baptized is for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38).  It is not that each is 

doing something separately, but it is when baptized in water we are coming into contact 

through faith in the benefits of Jesus’ death.  Paul puts the two together when he writes, 

“Or are you ignorant, that all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

his death?” (Romans 6:3).  What Christ’s blood has the power to do, it accomplishes it 

for us in baptism.   

 

 The washing away of our sins, or having our sins removed is described as 

“circumcision without hands” by Paul to the Colossians.  “. . . in whom ye were also 

circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands, in the putting off of the body of the 

flesh, in the circumcision of Christ; having been buried with Him in baptism, wherein ye 

were also raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the 

dead” (Colossians 2:11-12).  It is not faith Vs. Baptism, but faith and baptism working 

together in having our sins removed.   Having faith in the working of God who 

manifested his power in raising Jesus from the dead, thus securing our justification 

(Romans 4:25), we submit to baptism where the circumcision of Christ, who without 

hands, takes away or sins.  

 

 

 Baptism brings us into a saving relationship before God.  While through faith we 

become children of God, God does 

not say it is “faith only.”   “For ye 

are all sons of God through faith in 

Christ Jesus.   For as many of you as 

were baptized into Christ did put on 

Christ.”  (Galatians 3:26-27)  

Surely, no one who believes Christ is 

their Saviour believes that one could 

be saved outside of Christ.  But note 

that we are baptized into Christ.  If 

we cannot be saved outside of Christ, 

then we cannot be saved without 

being baptized, because through that act of obedience to the gospel message we enter 

Christ.  Baptism is how we enter into the spiritual body of Christ (I Corinthians 12:13).  

Since Jesus is the saviour of the body, the church  (Ephesians 1:22-23, 5:23), baptism is 

the obedient act that brings us into the saving relationship.  

 

 Despite the evidence to the contrary, some still believe that baptism is not 

necessary to have one’s sins washed away.  One of the arguments proposed is that in Acts 

2:38, the command, “repent ye,” is plural and the remission of sins is plural; but “be  
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baptized everyone of you” is singular.  So the point is brought forth that repentance is 

connected with remission of sins, not baptism.  This is a false assumption.  Let us notice a  

parallel example revealing the fallacy: We might say, “Assemble ye (plural) and be 

vaccinated everyone of you (singular)  in the name of the state to eliminate your (plural) 

diseases”  Surely we would not think that since the command to assemble and eliminating 

diseases were plural then they worked together,  and vaccination had nothing to do with 

the remedy.  So, why ignore the clear connection that both repentance and being baptized 

is connected with remission of sins?  

 

Another objection to baptism being that which is necessary in order to have our 

sins washed away is that the preposition “eis” can mean “because of”.  So, in Acts 2:38, 

being baptized is because our sins have already been remitted when we believed.  

Baptism in their thinking is only pointing out that blessing symbolically.  A passage  

where some look at “eis” being understood as “because of”  is Matthew  12:41, “The men 

of Nineveh shall stand up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for 

they repented at the preaching of Jonah: and behold, a greater than Jonah is here.”    

The word “at” is translating the Greek “eis” in this passage.  But the men of Nineveh did 

not repent “because of” the preaching of Jonah, but “unto” the sobering message of  his 

preaching which pointed to them being overthrown (Jonah 3:4).  The Preposition, “eis” is 

always prospective, pointing toward.  Repentance and baptism is pointing toward or 

“unto” the remission of sins, just as Jesus poured out his blood “unto” or toward the 

remission of sins ( Matthew 26:28). 

 

Baptism, or immersion in water, only to be raised from the water connects us by 

faith into the death, burial and resurrection of Christ (Romans 6:3-4).  These are 

foundation points of the Gospel (I Corinthians 15:1-4).  We obey the form or mold of the 

gospel by being baptized (buried and raised).   “But 

thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were servants of 

sin, ye became obedient from the heart to that form of 

teaching where unto ye were delivered; and being 

made free from sin, ye became servants of 

righteousness” (Romans 6:17-18).  Being free from 

sin or having our sins washed away is a great blessing 

in Christ.  Baptism or immersion in water coupled 

with faith, repentance and confession is the point 

when we realize or receive the blessing of forgiveness of sins and can then rejoice in 

being saved.   

 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

 

1.  What does the word, “baptize” mean?  
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2.   In passages that have both baptism and salvation or its equivalent, does baptism come   

      before, or does it occur after salvation?   

 

 

 

 

3.  How do you answer the person who accuses you of believing in “water salvation” if  

      you believe baptism saves us? 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  How does Baptism and Circumcision relate in the New Testament?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What saving relationships does baptism bring us into?  

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Discuss the arguments that are proposed to show that baptism is not necessary for 

     Salvation:     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  


