
GOSPEL OF JOHN: LESSON 3 
 

III. CHRIST MANIFESTED AS THE SON OF GOD AMONG MEN (2:12-3:36) 

 A. Manifested to Jews in Jerusalem during Passover (2:12-25) 

1. Jesus drives out money changers in temple with scourge of cords – 

Father’s house made house of merchandise. 

 a. “zeal for thy house shall eat me up” (Psm. 69:9) 

2. Jews ask for sign of authority to drive men out of the temple – Jesus offers 

figurative sign of his resurrection.  

a. Destroy this temple (Jesus’ body), I (Christ) will raise it up in three 

days.  

b. Jesus’ own disciples remembered this AFTER Jesus was raised 

from the dead.  

3. Many believed on Christ’s name – but Jesus does not trust Himself to 

men.  

 a. Believed through beholding the signs he did. 

 b. yet, Jesus knew all men and knew what was in man.  

 B. Manifested to Nicodemus (3:1-21).  

  1. Nicodemus understood through signs that Jesus was from God.  

   a. Rabbi – teacher 

   b. God indeed with Jesus.  

2. Jesus proclaims that men must be born anew if they are to enter the 

kingdom of heaven.  

 a. Jesus speaks of spiritual birth.  

 b. Nicodemus thinks of physical birth.  

3. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness to save his people, Jesus 

as the Son of man must be lifted up (die) in order to save His people.  

 a. Manifestation of God’s great love.  

 b. Manifested not to judge, but to save.  

  (1).  He that believeth, not judged – comes to the light 

  (2).  He that believeth not is judged already 

(3).  Light has come – yet people love darkness and hate the 

reproving light. 

 C. John proclaims Jesus as the Son of God in Aenon, near Salim (3:22-36) 

  1. Jesus nearby in land of Judaea making disciples.  

2.  Question of purifying turns to question of Jesus’ greater popularity than 

John. 

3. John proclaims that Christ is the Son of God and above all.  

 a. Jesus is the bridegroom – John the friend of the bridegroom  

 b. Jesus must increase – John must decrease.  

 c. Jesus comes from above – and above all.  

 d. Jesus speaks the words of God.  

 e. Jesus has received from His loving Father all things.  

f. Therefore, He that believeth on Son hath eternal life – He that 

obeyeth not the Son has God’s wrath.  
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QUESTIONS:    

 

1. What occasion brings Jesus to Jerusalem?  

 

2. Why does Jesus drive out the people and the animals from the temple?  

 

3. What did Jesus’ disciples remember when they saw Him drive out the Jews from the 

temple? 

 

4. In 2:18, to what two events do the Jews refer?  

 

5. Did Jesus’ rejection by the Jews take God by surprise?  

 

6. When did Jesus’ disciples understand His words?  

 

7. Why did Jesus not trust Himself to men when they saw and believed His signs?  

 

8. What did Nicodemus already know about Jesus?   How?  

 

9. What must happen before one can enter the kingdom of heaven?  

 

10. When Jesus speaks of the mysterious wind in vs. 8, is He speaking of the NEW BIRTH 

or the ONE born anew?  

 

11. Did Nicodemus understand the teachings of Jesus?  

 

12. What event is understood in Jesus being “lifted up”?  

 

13. To what event does this relate to in Moses’ day?  

 

14. How does John 3:15 help us know the kind of faith necessary for salvation presented in 

John 3:16?  

 

 

15. What did Jesus not come to earth to do?  

 

 

16. How do people seal their judgment?  

 

 

17. What was Jesus doing that caused some to come and question John?  

 

 

18. What two facts does John present to show no problem existed between him and Jesus?  
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19. What did John testify as to the origin of Jesus?  

 

 

 

20. What does “He giveth not the spirit by measure” mean in 3:34?  

 

 

 

 

 

21. What conditions exist that keeps one from the wrath of God and allows one to enjoy 

eternal life?  

  

 

 


