GLAD TIDINGS

“And webring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers...” (Acts 13:32)
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od works in saving man
fromtheinsideout. Itis
the implanted word that
is able to save our souls
(James 1:21). Before the outward
confession of “Jesus as Lord”, you
must first believe the preached
word “in thy heart” (Romans
10:8-10). Jesus characterized
God' s growing and expanding
kingdom as likened “unto leaven,
which awoman took, and hid in
three measures of medl, till it was
al leavened” (Matthew 13:33).

While government focuses
upon changing our outward cir-
cumstances for the better, God fo-
cuses His attention on changing
our hearts for the better. One can
live in righteousness as a Christian
while being physically enslaved,
poor, and hungry (cf. | Peter 2:18-
20, 2 Corinthians 11:27). The
single focus of the heart, beaming
with trust and commitment unto
the Lord, empowers one to endure
the difficult outward circum-
stances ( Ephesians 6:5-8, Philip-
pians 4:11-13).

All that defiles man begins
from within. Jesus says, “For from
within, out of the heart of men,
evil thoughts proceed fornications,
thefts, murders, adulteries, covet-
ings, wickedness, deceit, lascivi-
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ousness, and evil eye, railing,
pride, foolishness: all these things

proceed from within, and defile the

man” (Mark 7:21-22). The scribes
and Pharisees |ooked on the out-
side as “whited sepulchres’ but Je-
sus knew that within they were
filled with “uncleanness’,
“hypocrisy” and

“iniquity” (Matthew 23:27-28).
They appear before men as right-
eous, but in reality they are not,
because of the corruption that is
being allowed to work within.

Grasping eternal life begins

within man. Jesus offered the Sa-
maritan woman living water. He
said, “but whosoever drinketh of
the water that | shall give him shall
never thirst; but the water that |
shall give him shall become in him
awell of water springing up unto
eterna life” (John 4:14). When
man receives good news of salva-

tion in Christ, it rises within him as

a bubbling fountain unto everlast-
ing life. It is satisfying and ever-
lasting for he will never thirst
again. Areyou at peace with God
from within ? Are you satisfied

with what Christ offersyou in life?

The water of life Jesus offers you
should produce peace and satisfac-
tion within you.

The Kingdom of God is
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within you. Thisisthe point of
contrast between kingdoms of
thisworld and the spiritual king-
dom over which Christ rules. Je-
sus said, “...The kingdom of God
cometh not with observation: nei-
ther shall they say, ‘Lo, here! or,
There!” For lo, the kingdom of
God iswithin you” (Luke 17:20-
21). “Without observation” does
not mean we can never determine
where God's kingdom is, but it
emphasizes that the kingdom or
rule of God works from within.
Paul writes, “and let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to the
which aso ye were called in one
body and be ye thank-

ful” (Colossians 3:15).

What istaking place
within you today? Are you har-
boring evil thoughts while ap-
pearing righteous before men?
Are you anxious and fearful of
tomorrow? Allow God'sword
to takeroot in your heart. Be
convicted with its truths and sub-
mit your heart to the rule of
Christ in your life. Let Jesus
gift of the water of life satisfy
you with faith and everlasting
life. Then, the evil thoughts,
anxiety and fear will not be able
to take root and distract you from
serving the Lord. Outward living
begins from within.



