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  Parkview and the Pastor family    
              (Jerry Fite)

he first time I heard of the 

Pastor family, I was asked to 

make some tapes of leading songs 

we sing in our congregation and 

send them to a widow in the Phil-

ippines named, Cristeta Pastor.  A 

number of women at Parkview 

were periodically gathering funds 

to send so she could take care of 

her various needs, especially med-

ical needs.  A good woman, trying 

to raise godly children, wanted the 

tapes so her son, Willie, could 

learn the songs for their public 

worship services.   

 Willie has grown up to 

live a godly life and preaches the 

gospel.   

 We fast forward a few 

years and learn that Willie is in 

prison in Manila.  Why?  An in-

truder broke into his house, and 

he killed the man in order to pro-

tect himself and his family. It was 

considered a self-defense issue 

until the family of the intruder 

paid a judge to bring up charges.  

Willie was accused of murder and 

has been serving time in prison.     

 A few weeks ago the 

Parkview church learned that Wil-

lie was encouraged to file papers 

for a full pardon.  His family did 

not have the money to pay for the 

lawyer to file the appropriate pa-

pers, so they borrowed the money 

from a bank in the Philippines.  

They put up their home as collat-

eral to secure a lone for 60,000 

Philippine Pesos, which is equiva-

lent to about $1,500.00 in United 

States dollars.  When the bank 

called the loan due, Willie and his 

family were not able to pay the 

amount due.   

 Harry Osborne, an evange-

list who knows the Pastor family 

through his many evangelistic 

trips to the Philippines, sent out a 

request for help.   Caring individ-

ual Christians provided a little 

over half, and the Parkview con-

gregation provided the rest that 

was needed.  The funds allowed 

the debt to be paid in full, and a 

godly family to keep their home 

as they deal with the ordeal of 

wrongful incarceration.   

 Willie’s wife, after receiv-

ing the funds wrote, “We're so 

thankful to all of you my kind 

brethren at Pasadena Church of 

Christ and to some individual 

brethren who shared their bless-

ings and love to us in order that 

we can pay our debt in the bank 

used for filing the papers of my 

husband Willie in the Board of 

Pardon and Parole. Thank you so 

much my kind brethren for having 

a big heart. May God bless you 

all abundantly my kind brethren. 

We're very happy and thankful to 

God for He hear our prayers 

through you all my kind brethren. 

Again thank you so much.”  

 While in prison, Willie has 

helped convert over 40 souls to 

the Lord.  His wife and his chil-

dren stand by him, and like Jo-

seph, they all are determined to 

remain faithful to God and perse-

vere through difficult times.  Last 

month Willie reported that 20 in-

mates met with him in their mid-

week service.  Due to change in 

exchange rates and rebates con-

nected with the early payment of 

the loan, Kathy was able to use 

some of the funds for a trip for the 

family to see Willie in Manila.    

 The money collected on 

the first day of the week, like in 

the days of Paul bring “many 

thanksgivings unto God” (2 Cor. 

9:11-12).   
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