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“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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Serving In Your Generation 
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
aul makes a distinction 
between Jesus and David 
saying, “For David, after 

he had in his own generation served 
the counsel of God, fell asleep, and 
was laid unto his fathers, and saw 
corruption” (ASV. Acts 13:36). Un-
like David, who experienced cor-
ruption after death, Jesus experi-
enced no corruption.  Distinctive 
prophecy from Psalm 16:10 was 
fulfilled in Christ when Jesus was 
raised from the dead before His 
body corrupted, unlike David, who 
joined his forefathers to return to 
dust in the grave.   
 
               Paul points us to David  as 
one who comes to the end of his life  
having served his own generation, 
now submits to God’s will in death,  
The New King James points us to 
such an interpretation:  “For David, 
after he had served his own genera-
tion by the will of God, fell asleep, 
was buried with his fathers, and 
saw corruption (NKJV; Acts 13:36). 
 
        Paul also reminds us that our 
life is divided into “generations.”  
We have our own generation to live 
in that is distinct from our forefa-
thers in the past and our children’s 
children in the future.  Focusing on 
generations, we see how short our 
time is in comparison to the earth’s.  
Solomon makes this point for us: 
“One generation goeth, and an-
other generation cometh; but the 
earth abideth forever.”  

(Ecclesiastes 1:4).  It is not that this 
earth we live on will not end, for it 
will (2 Peter 3:10).  But one earth 
will remain providing fruitful sea-
son for multiple generations that 
will follow one another till the end 
of time (cf. Genesis 10:22). The 
earth continues to abide, while our 
own generation is replaced with an-
other, and another…” 
 
        The Hebrew words translated 
“generations” and  “generation” in 
the Old Testament  relate to “bear-
ing children” – TOLEDOT  and 
completing a “circle”- DOR.   Bear-
ing children is the focus in “the gen-
erations of Adam,” “the generations  
of Noah,” “the generations of the 
sons of Noah, and etc. (Genesis 5:1; 
6:9; 10:1, 32).  From the beginning, 
the Book of Genesis describes crea-
tion as a series of births from the 
“generations of the heavens and of 
the earth” to the “generations of Ja-
cob (Genesis 2:4, 37:2).  The other 
frequent Hebrew word, DOR,  is 
looking at the revolution of time as 
completing a “circle.”  We are look-
ing from birth to death, or from 
birth to the birth of the first child.   
 
           A “generation” is not a fixed 
number of years.  God’s promise to 
Abram that the “fourth generation” 
of Abram’s seed would be delivered 
from Egyptian bondage to dwell in 
the promised land was 400 years.  
Therefore, a generation would be 
100 years (Genesis 15:13-16).  The 

generation who would die in the 
wilderness was people 20 years and 
older who would die in 40 years, 
thus making that generation com-
prising people sixty years old, or 
living 40 years of adulthood (ages 
20 to 60).  Job lived after his trage-
dies 140 years, living through 4 
generations.  This would make a 
generation 35 years.  
 
           While a generation is not a 
fixed  number of years in the Scrip-
tures, it is a general term depicting 
people living in a particular time.  It 
could be generation at any time 
who,  following the way of the 
world, show no respect to parents, 
are blindly self-righteous; think they 
are above all others, and unmerci-
fully devour the poor and needy 
(Proverbs 30:11-14).   
 
         Since a generation can arrive 
on the scene “not knowing Jeho-
vah,” (Judges 2:10); serving God in 
our generation, we will praise the 
works of God to another generation 
that is coming of age after us 
(Psalm 145:4).  We should never 
become bitter as our generation 
grows older and becomes forgotten 
(Ecclesiastes 1:11).  God remem-
bers us for what we did in our gen-
eration, even when we outlive our 
peers, and a new generation does 
not know us.  But embracing this re-
ality, we should focus on proclaim-
ing the way of God and blessing 
others in our active years! 
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