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The Slippery Slope 
By (Jerry Fite)   

 
 tarting downhill on a wet 
or icy road can be prob-
lematic if you are on foot 

or in a car. Ignoring laws of physics 
are often done to our peril.  In logic 
we occasionally face the slippery 
slope argument, which argues,  “that 
a certain course of action is unde-
sirable or that a certain proposition 
is implausible because it leads to an 
undesirable or implausible conclu-
sion via a series of tenuously con-
nected premises.  A downhill wet or 
icy road does not have to end in a 
disaster when employing proper 
footwear or functional breaks.  A 
mountainous downhill slope may 
even provide a runaway ramp for 
out- of- control trucks to help pre-
vent injury and death.  Likewise, 
logic’s slippery slope argument is 
often fallacious “because it ignores 
the ability to differentiate between 
two things even if it's possible to 
transition from one of them to the 
other using a series of small steps.” 
Recognizing the proposed series of 
small steps may be tenuously con-
nected, one cannot ignore the conse-
quences when there are no outside 
factors or  built in “exit ramps” to 
break the steps from a disastrous 
end.  
 
          When the first man and 
woman corrupted their way, God 
put them and future generations  on  
a slippery slope heading downward 
to death (Genesis 3). Disobeying 
God, man entered the pathway of  

pain and hardship.  The woman’s 
pain in childbirth would be “multi-
plied,” and the ground producing 
food would be cursed with thorns 
and thistles causing the man to work 
“harder” (by the sweat of his brow)  
to obtain herbs to eat (Genesis 3:16, 
18-19a).   Increased hardship along 
the unavoidable downward slippery 
slope initiated by disobedience con-
tinued till Adam returned to dust in 
death (Genesis 3:19b).  He lived 
many years after his initial disobe-
dience but succumbed to death as 
sin’s unavoidable consequence.  He 
lived 930 years on the young earth, 
but the record states “he died” 
(Genesis 5:5).   
 
               The first slippery slope 
characterized by pain and toil on the 
way to unavoidable death continues  
today.  Modern medicine can lessen 
the severity of pain in childbirth and 
innovative approaches in chemistry 
can address encroaching weeds, but 
the pain in giving life and the toil in 
sustaining life are still present due 
to sin entering into the world.    
 
           Only the first man and 
woman on their journey back to the 
dust could contrast their experience 
of the slippery slope of decay to 
their glorious existence before they 
sinned. But we know only  pain in 
bringing forth life , and hardship in 
sustaining life as we follow the 
downward slope to death and the 
dust. There is no fallacy in this 

slippery slope prediction  We know 
by experience that no height in hu-
man wisdom or abundant accumula-
tion of earthly riches can keep us 
from the destiny of death at the end 
of this life’s journey.   
 
         However, God’s grace and 
mercy, provide  an “exit ramp” al-
lowing us to avoid the slippery 
slope to eternal separation from 
God, the second death.  The “wages 
of sin” is spiritual “death” “but the 
free gift of God  is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 
6:23).  When we put on Christ in 
baptism, we begin a fresh journey 
with a newness of life (Romans 6:4, 
Galatians 3:27).   We are begotten 
again unto a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus (I Peter 1:3).  
Physical death with all its fear has 
been defeated by Christ, but it will 
be abolished when Jesus returns to 
raise us from the dead and usher us 
to the eternal glory in Heaven.  (He-
brews 2:14-15, I Corinthians 15:25-
26).  We know in overcoming sin 
through Christ we “will not be hurt 
of the second death” (Revelation 
2:11). 
 
            God’s slippery slope argu-
ment is not fallacious.  Temptation 
leads to sin, and unavoidable  spir-
itual death.  If not raised from spir-
itual death through baptism into 
Christ, we will not avoid the second 
death.  Christ is the only “exit 
ramp” to avoid eternal destruction!  
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