Glad Tidings

“And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers...” (Acts 13:32)
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Saving The Christian

aving the world should

be in our thoughts as

Christians. God so
loved the world that He gave His
Son as a sacrifice so that every
person who believes in Him will
not perish, but have everlasting
life (John 3:16). We are exhorted
to “walk in wisdom toward them
who are without,” taking ad-
vantage of our opportunity of liv-
ing a holy life to lead the non-
Christian to the Savior of the
world (Colossians 4:5, cf. Luke
19:10). Walking in wisdom is liv-
ing the life a soul-winner. “The
fruit of the righteous is a tree of
life; and he that is wise winneth
souls’ (Proverbs 11:30).

We should also be con-
cerned when our fellow Chris-
tians fall into sin. We who are
spiritual, manifesting the fruit of
the Spirit, should with gentleness
retore our brother or sister who
has been “overtaken” in a sin.
With humble introspection we
should interact with our brother
or sister knowing we too can also
be so tempted (Galatians 6:1-2).

Why should we be con-
cerned? We know that the doc-
trine of “once saved, always
saved” is false. James exhorts
brethren, that “if any among you
err from the truth, and one con-
vert him; let him know that he
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that converteth a sinner from the
error of his way shall save a soul
from death and cover a multitude
of sins” (James 5:19). Regard-
less if our brother or sister has
been overtaken in one sin, or has
chosen a way that has led to a
multitude of sins, we know the
Christian can fall from grace and
be lost eternally if they do not re-
pent and be restored to faithful-
ness (Galatians 5:4, cf. Acts 8:13,
22-24; 1 Jn. 5:16).

Saving a Christian from sin
should feel as urgent as saving
the alien sinner. Saving a soul
who is ignorant of Christ and the
consequent fire of Hell, or sav-
ing one who has obeyed the Gos-
pel, but has turned away from the
faith, demands the urgent effort
of ““snatching them out of the
fire”” (Jude 3).

Coupled with gentleness, in-
trospection, and urgency, we
should also “mourn” when a
Christian falls away in sin. The
Corinthians apparently were so
busy resisting Paul and his apos-
tolic authority, that they were al-
lowing sin to continue and not be
addressed. Paul not only rebukes
them for allowing a sin to con-
tinue that is not even practiced
among the Gentiles — one having
his father’s wife; but they also
*...did not rather mourn that such

a one who had done this deed
might be taken away from among
you” (I Corinthians 5:2).

Being ““taken away from
among you” is the discipline that
needed to be applied by the mem-
bers of the church in Corinth.
The members of the local church
were to not “‘keep company’” with
a sinning brother or sister in any
manner which would manifest
approval of the sinning Christian,
which included ““not eating with
such a one” (I Corinthians 5:11).

Churches in the New Testa-
ment were taught the ““same doc-
trine”” (1 Corinthians 4:17).
They read and applied the teach-
ing from shared epistles that Paul
wrote (Colossians 4:16). Letters
of instruction included recom-
mendation of individuals, worthy
of help (Romans 16:1-2). While
church discipline was to be car-
ried out in local church where
one is a member, should we not
all mourn for the Christian who
has fallen away, and do what we
can to ““save their spirit in the
day of the Lord” (I Corinthians
5:5)? Would Paul not practice
what he demanded of each mem-
ber of the local church, and upon
his arrival in Corinth eat a meal
with the sinning brother? I think
not, Paul was no hypocrite (Phi-
lippians 4:9)!




