
 

     
                                            “And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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Fight The Good Fight  
(Jerry Fite)  

 
re you up for the strug-
gle?  It depends doesn’t 
it? If we  concentrate on 

the difficult barriers before us we 
might shrink back before we 
start.  But if we take a positive 
approach to the challenge, and fo-
cus on the worthy goal ahead, we 
can embrace the struggle and say, 
“I am all in”  Let’s get started!  
 
        Paul set forth the greatest of 
all struggles to Timothy.  He ex-
horted Timothy to “Fight the 
good fight of the faith, lay hold 
on the life eternal, whereunto 
thou wast called, and didst con-
fess the good confession in the 
sight of many witnesses” (I Timo-
thy 6:12).  This persuading 
charge was not trumpeted to Tim-
othy as a new convert, but to one 
who was already engaged in liv-
ing the life of a Christian, and 
proclaiming the Gospel.  Timothy 
had already made the good con-
fession and was a baptized be-
liever. He needed to be encour-
aged and motivated to be up for 
the struggle now, as he continues 
to serve His great Lord.  
    
        Timothy needed to continue 
to “fight the good fight...”.  The 
Greek verb translated “fight” is 
“agonizomai.”a present tense im-
perative denoting  entering the 
struggle fervently.  No negativity 
here, it is the ”good fight,”  

characterized as beauty in the 
mind’s eye beholding excellence.  
It is like the rush an athlete feels 
when he is about to enter the sta-
dium to compete fervently 
against his opponent.  The Chris-
tian embraces the struggle, even 
if it means agony.  
 
         After all,  it is the good 
fight of “the faith,”   Paul is 
pointing to the Gospel for which 
we must apply to our own lives 
and defend before others (Gala-
tians 2:14, Jude 3).  The Gospel 
places Jesus Christ foremost be-
fore us as the only way to the Fa-
ther in heaven,  and is the basis 
for justification from our sins 
(John 14:6, Romans 3:23-24).  
We are to live blamelessly before 
all until the Lord returns and lay 
hold on life eternal (I Timothy 6: 
12,14) .  
          This worthy struggle of 
faith begins within.  We must flee 
the insatiable desire for the “love 
of money” rooted in “covetous-
ness.” Paul warns Timothy of the 
end of those who have a “mind to 
be rich.” It does not end well.  It 
will lead you “astray from the 
faith;” and “drown” you “in de-
struction and perdition.”  (I Timo-
thy 6:9-10.)  In other words, You 
will lose your precious soul (Mat-
thew 16:35).   
              From within, we must 
also pursue spiritual things 

prescribed in the Gospel.   We 
must aim at and follow after 
“righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, patience, meekness” (I Tim-
othy 6:11). The “righteousness” 
revealed in the Gospel is de-
manding.  “Godliness” coupled 
with “faith” is an unbeatable 
combination to replace our own 
will and selfishness.  “Love” and  
gentle “meekness” are winsome.  
Enduring “patience” is always 
admirable.   
 
         Fleeing fleshly lusts, pursu-
ing the righteous character in fol-
lowing after Christ are part of the 
worthy struggle to “fight the 
good fight of the faith”!  When 
we have the spiritual insight in 
knowing we are escaping things 
that will lead to eternal destruc-
tion;  pursuing things that lead to 
a good name worth more than sil-
ver and gold; and maintaining 
confidence in our hold on eternal 
life; we can be up for the strug-
gle.   
         Like Paul, we will defend 
the truth of the Gospel unasham-
edly to the end  (Romans 1:16, 
Philippians 1:16, 2 Timothy 4:7).  
With transparent zeal we an-
nounce our goal to “bring every 
thought into captivity to the obe-
dience of Christ ( 2 Corinthians 
10:5).  We want you to be on the 
right side of history – a Christian 
always up for the struggle! 
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