
 

     
                                            “And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the fathers…” (Acts 13:32) 
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Preach the Word  
(Jerry Fite)  

 
aul, knowing he is about 
to be martyred for the 
cause of Christ, charged 

younger Timothy to “preach the 
word”  (2 Timothy 4:2).  If get-
ting priorities addressed before 
you die were not enough, Paul  
adds more seriousness to the oc-
casion by revealing who is wit-
nessing the preaching charge.  
Paul writes, “I charge thee in the 
sight of God, and of Christ Jesus, 
who shall judge the living and the 
dead, and by His appearing, and 
His kingdom: preach the word” 
(2 Timothy 4:1).    
 
       Timothy, God the Father, 
and Jesus, God’s anointed one, 
are witnessing this charge - 
preach the word.  Timothy, Christ 
Jesus is of ultimate importance 
for all mankind, for all will be 
judged by Him when he appears 
again in all His ruling authority – 
so, preach the word.   
 
        Preaching the Word is God’s  
heralded proclamation  to man 
important enough to be “urgent” 
about, when welcomed or not.  It 
is the heavenly source for “re-
proving” correction: and “exhor-
tative” directives. There is no al-
ternative message, so the pro-
claimer of the word must be 
“longsuffering” with slow hearers 
and continue on with “teaching” 
efforts (cf. 2 Timothy 4:2).    

        Timothy, preach the word 
even in my absence for “the time 
will come when they will not en-
dure the sound doctrine” (2 Tim-
othy 4:3).  But having “itching 
ears” for teaching they “strongly 
desire,” people will “embrace 
teachers” who will relieve their 
“itch.” Continuing in the de-
mands of sound doctrine will be 
set aside for more  personally ac-
ceptable or popular doctrines. 
Timothy, continue on after I am 
gone.  Preach the word.  It is the 
only good news producing 
healthy sound doctrine (cf. I Tim-
othy 1:10-11) 
        The Word is not only im-
portant; it is essential to the sav-
ing of men’s souls.  Paul,  glori-
fying God for the hope of salva-
tion in Christ declares to believ-
ers, “in whom ye also, having 
heard the word of the truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, in whom 
having also believed were sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise 
(Ephesians 1:13). 
 
        Living in a “crooked and 
perverse generation,” the Word 
stands out proclaiming “the 
truth,” not “a truth.” The verbal 
proclamation is pointing exclu-
sively to Jesus who declares, “I 
am the way, and the truth, and 
the life: no one cometh unto the 
Father but by me” (John 14:6).  
Jesus is the eternal Word that 

became flesh to verbally com-
municate who God is (John 
1:14).  Salvation from sin and the 
grave is the Word’s encompass-
ing promise.  The hope of eternal 
life is made certain in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit’s promise 
through the inspired Word of 
God. So, preach the Word.  The 
world needs hope and certainty.   
 
         The Word is the “word of 
faith” because it produces faith in 
the heart of the hearer.    Paul de-
clares, “So belief cometh by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of 
Christ” (Romans 10:17).  The 
Philippian jailor experienced an 
earthquake, but did not have sav-
ing faith until “the word of the 
Lord” was spoken unto him (Acts 
16:31-32).   
        It is “the word of Christ” 
that reveals Jesus’ sacrificial 
death and confirming resurrec-
tion. This convicting knowledge  
moves one to believe in the heart 
that Jesus was raised from the 
dead, and confess Jesus as Lord 
unto salvation (Romans10:9-10).  
 
         We are gathering each night 
this week to hear the “preaching 
of the Word.” Take advantage of 
this opportunity and invite pre-
cious souls to hear the only mes-
sage that will save them from sin 
and death for eternal life in 
Heaven!     
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