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“And we bring you good of the promise made unto the fathers...” (Acts 13:32)
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The Importance of the Conscience

he word “conscience”

literally means “a know-

ing with.” The Greek

word translated con-
science in the New Testament is
suneidesis, and it denotes a “co-
knowledge” or that “which bears
witness to one’s conduct.” It
works in accordance with our
knowledge regardless of whether
our knowledge is complete and
true, or incomplete and false.
From within, our conscience “ac-
cuses” the wrong and *“approves”
the right. Paul, pointing to Gen-
tiles as not having the Law of
Moses, declares they manifested
“the work of the law in their
hearts with their conscience
bearing witness therewith, and
their thoughts one with another
accusing or else excusing them”
(Romans 2:15).

The conscience can work
when anticipating, engaging in,
or reflecting upon our actions or
the actions of others. Paul ex-
horts Christians in Corinth to not
eat meats when others declare the
meats being offered have been
sacrificed to idols. They were to
decline to eat such meat for the
“conscience’ sake,” in this case,
the conscience of others (I Corin-
thians 10:28). Pilate, knowing
Jesus was innocent, tries to clear
his conscience by “washing his
hands” before the multitude de-
claring he *“was innocent of the
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blood of this righteous man”
(Matthew 27:18-24). Judas, in
reflecting upon previously deliv-
ering Jesus up to the authorities,
seeks to ease his conscience by
returning the thirty pieces of sil-
ver he had received for his trai-
torous deed. (Matthew 27:3).

The conscience is important
in “seeing the truth.” The dark
clouds of man’s wisdom and
false teaching hover over us con-
tinuously. In order to avoid from
turning away from God’s re-
vealed truth, and submitting to
the commandments of men we
must keep ““our mind and con-
science” undefiled and sensitive
to God’s revealed Word (Titus
1:15). With a ““seared con-
science,” we can speak lies with-
out feeling guilty (I Timothy 4:2).

Our conscience is important in
serving the Lord and others.
Christians are charged to mani-
fest “love out of a pure heart,
and a good conscience, and faith
unfeigned”” (I Timothy 1:5). Dea-
cons are commanded to hold to
the mystery of faith “in a pure
conscience” (I Timothy 3:9). Paul
and his fellow apostles did not
handle the Word of God deceit-
fully. Manifesting the Truth, he
and the apostles did so ““com-
mending ourselves to every man’s
conscience in the sight of God”
(2 Corinthians 4:2). Right with

God who sees our hearts, while
appealing to the conscience of
others who weigh our deeds is
behind essential usefulness in the
kingdom of God.

Our conscience is important
in our relationship with our gov-
ernment. We obey the laws of
the land not just to avoid the
wrath of government, but for
*““conscience’ sake” (Romans
13:5). We know God has or-
dained government as His minis-
ter to do good and be an avenger
for wrath to him that does evil
(Romans 13:4). Knowing such
moral truth, our conscience oper-
ates accordingly as we submit to
higher powers.

Living with a good con-
science is important to “happi-
ness” in the Lord. When we be-
come Christians we have our
conscience cleansed from dead
works by the blood of Christ so
we can then serve the living God
(Hebrews 9:14). Being im-
mersed in water, we have our
“hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience” (Hebrew 10:22).
Being baptized into the benefits
of Christ’s death, with the con-
viction of faith in Christ’s resur-
rection, we are raised to walk in
the newness of life (Romans 6:3-
4, Colossians 2:12). Like the eu-
nuch, we arise from the waters of
baptism rejoicing with a cleansed
conscience (cf. Acts 8:39).



