WALKING ON THE WATER
(Matt. 14; Mk.6; Jn. 6)

Water played an important role in furthering conviction in the hearts of the
apostles that Jesus is the Son of God. The early hours of the morning before dawn, and
waves of the sea stirred by contrary winds created an eerie setting for Jesus to appear
before his apostles. Jesus seeking solitude in prayer and Peter’s fear, manifesting little
faith, serve as instructive bookends to the miraculous account of Jesus walking on the
water.

Crowds of people were pressing Jesus and his apostles, to the point that they did
not even have leisure time in which to eat. The sadness of John the Baptist’s death, did
not keep Jesus from his work of teaching people the way of God. After the miraculous
feeding of more than 5,000 people with just five loaves and two fishes, Jesus constrained
His apostles to go to the other side of the Sea of Galilee by boat, and dismissed the
multitude. He now sought some time alone in prayer with the Father in Heaven (Matthew
14:22-23). Jesus “went up into the mountain apart to pray, and when even was come, He
was there alone.”

Prayer is a major activity of our Lord in His earthly ministry. Often he sought
solace in prayer. As news spread of his miracles, he “withdrew himself in the deserts, and
prayed” (Luke 5:16). He went into the mountain to pray to God, and was all night in
prayer before choosing the apostles the following day (Luke 6:12). As He contemplated
His death on the cross, He separated himself from even His closest apostles to pray
earnestly (Luke 22:41-44). Jesus teaches us that since God hears in secret, we should
spend time in secret via prayer with our God (Matthew 6:6). Prayer is a great exercise of
faith, and private prayer centers us alone with our God. If Jesus, the Son of God, needed
such times alone with God, certainly you and I do in our journey of faith. It is good to be
thankful for our food and join in with our family or in the presence of our brethren and
friends to offer thanks to God, but times alone in prayer to God is essential in keeping a
spiritual focus.

While Jesus was praying into the early morning hours, the apostles were straining
against the wmds on the Sea of Galilee. John writes, “Where therefore they had rowed
| i A . ) about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they
: W beheld Jesus walking on the sea” (John 6:19). A
“furlong” is about an eighth of a mile, so they had
toiled at sea for many hours traveling a little over
B2 3 to 3 % miles. High winds creating high seas
¥4 (John 6:18) is enough to create fear, but seeing
one walking on the water before dawn certainly
added more apprehension. The apostles “were
| afraid” for they thought they saw a ghost when
g Jesus approached them as if he were going to pass
them (Mk. 6:48-50). Jesus seeks to calm them
with, “Be ofgood cheer, It is I; be not afraid” (Matt. 14:27).




WALKING ON THE WATER
PAGE 2

When Peter heard the voice of Jesus, he asked that he might come to Jesus upon
the water. Knowing that such an act would be miraculous, Peter made the request to
prove to him that indeed it was Jesus who
was speaking to them. Jesus said, “Come”
(Matthew 14:28). “And Peter went down
from the boat, and walked upon the waters
to come to Jesus.” Then a process of
feelings took hold of Peter. He began to
focus on the wind, became fearful and then
began to sink. Then he cried, “Lord, save
me.”” (Matthew 14:30). Jesus “immediately
stretched forth His hand, and took hold of
him...”(Matthew 14:31). Then Jesus spoke
to Peter saying, “. .. O thou of little faith,
wherefore didst thou doubt?” We can learn
a great lesson from Peter as to the enemies
of faith. Peter did not manifest “little faith” because he wanted proof that it truly was
Jesus on the water, and not some ghost or illusionary apparition. The problem is not that
we seek evidence for the basis of our faith, for Jesus offered plenty of objective evidence
for His resurrection (John 20:20), and Paul added the eye witnesses to remind the
Corinthians of the fact of the resurrection of Jesus (I Corinthians 15:5-8).. But when we
allow fear to take our mind’s eye off of the object of our faith, doubt will creep in and we
will suffer the consequences of “little faith”. Jesus reminds us that we manifest little
faith, when we become distracted or anxious over the necessities in life when God has
promised to supply them (Matthew 6:30-34).

The apostles also remind us that sometimes we can be slow in establishing a
strong faith. Add to the fact that Jesus is walking on the water that is churning in the
wind, an event that transcends natural law, and reflect upon what happens next: “And He
went up into the boat; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves; for
they understood not concerning the loaves, but their heart was hardened” (Mark 6:51-
52.) It seems the accumulation of miraculous events was in play here. Would not the
miraculous feeding of more than 5,000 people with five loaves and two fishes cause one
to place their trust in Jesus? Their heart was hardened, or they were slow to grasp the
true meaning of the miraculous events, for even after the miraculous feeding of the 5,000
and later the 4,000, they still thought in terms that they did not have enough bread when
Jesus warned them to beware of the leaven of the Sadducees and Pharisees (Matthew
16:5-12). Now, with Jesus walking on the water and the sudden quietness of the seas
when he enters the boat, the apostles “. . . worshipped Him, saying ‘Of a truth thou art
the Son of God” (Matthew 14:33). Jesus was constantly moving his Apostles to a
stronger faith as to His identity, but he was also forbearing and patient with them. We
likewise need to be longsuffering with others whom we are trying to teach (2 Tim. 2:24,
4:2).
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What are the spiritual benefits of praying to God alone?

2. How can we provide for ourselves more time for private prayer?

3. Is it a matter of “little faith” when we demand evidence for our faith?

4. What occurred in Peter that sunk him from being a man walking on the water to one
manifesting “little faith” ?

5. Describe some areas where people are slow to believe that demand the patience of a
Teacher:



