THEME: The Bones Came Together — 2023 Vacation Bible School

LESSON FOUR - THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES
(Ezekiel 37:1-14)

Ezekiel was a contemporary prophet with Jeremiah. Both served God as “priest” and
“prophet” (Ezek. 1:3, Jer. 1:1). Both prophesied leading up the Babylonian Captivity and they
experienced the loss of their capital city of Jerusalem along with the temple. Ezekiel did his
prophetic work from Babylon when he and the nobles under Jehoichin’s short reign were taken
into captivity in 597 B.C. Jeremiah did most of his prophetic work in Jerusalem. Ezekiel, in
593 B.C., began his prophetic work and continued to at least 571 B.C. (cf. Ezek. 29:17). Like
Jeremiah, he warns God’s people of their sins and the consequences when they would experience
God’s judicial wrath. Both of these prophets condemn false teachers who are offering false
hope, but in the end they also speak of hope for God’s people as they would be united under the
future reign of Christ in his spiritual kingdom.

While Jerusalem was still standing, there were false teachers prophesying “peace when
there is no peace ” (Ezek. 13:10, Jer. 6:14). The people were practicing their divination and
abominable ways. Ezekiel describes the work of the false prophets as plastering their walls with
“untempered mortar” (Ezekiel 13:10). The people were being lulled into a false security by
teachers speaking from their own heart, not from God. Soon in 586 B.C., the Chaldean army
under the leadership of Nebuchadnezzar tore down the walls of Jerusalem, burning the city and
temple down to the ground. Sin, death, captivity, and sorrow all set in on God’s people.

Ezekiel and Jeremiah were proven to be true prophets, because their prophecies came true. But
no one is smiling. In fact, God’s people are in a state of hopelessness.

Under the power of the Holy Spirit, Ezekiel was set down in an open valley full of dry
bones. As Ezekiel walks around the bones, he observes there are “very many” bones lying in
the valley, and they were not just dry, they were all “very dry” (Ezek.
37:2). God then asks, “Son of man, can these bones live?” (Ezek.
37:3). Knowing that such a sight was so far removed from “life,”
Ezekiel answers, “O Lord God, You know.” These bones had not
structured bodies dying of natural causes, for they had been “slain”
(Ezek. 37:9). You cannot be further removed from” life” than
viewing bleached out bones that speak of the further corruption of the
body in the throes of death. Thinking of life in the valley of dry
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bones is incongruous to normal thinking men. In the face of such hopelessness God commands
Ezekiel to prophecy to these bones, telling them to “Hear the word of the Lord” (Ezek. 37:4).
The bones are going to submit to the commanding word of God and live. Sinews will tie the
bones together and skin will cover the bones. The breath of life will be breathed into the bones
bringing life again to them. Ezekiel, God’s servant, prophesies to the bones and the rattling
sound of bones coming together ensues.  But no life was yet present. Ezekiel prophesies to the
wind and the breath of life enters into the assembled bones. The bones then stand upon their
feet.

The living bones stand as “an exceeding great army” (Ezek. 37:10). An army, who had
been “slain” now lives denoting Israel’s power which is to be renewed. God says the bones are
“the whole house of Israel” whose “hope is lost” (Ezek. 37:11). Like a resurrection from the
grave, the people will rise from their present state of disparity to hope as God promises them that
they will live in their homeland again (Ezek. 37:12-14).

The vision of very dry bones, reminding the prophet of Isracl’s defeated army and
consequent captivity, manifests the hopelessness in the hearts of Israel. But the vision also
underscores the purpose of God beyond the picture of hopelessness.
The vision narrows the solution to such despair to looking to the
power of God. Only God can bring people from the grave. The
source of life is “God’s Spirit” coming upon them and when they
rise to dwell in their land again, they will “know that I am the Lord”
(Ezek. 37: 13, 14). God could have directly made the bones to
connect and breathe again, but he works through his servant Ezekiel.
He brings to the forefront Ezekiel as being his mouthpiece. Listen
to the prophet, God is saying. He commands the bones and wind
to bring life again to Israel. They submit to the prophet for they
know he possesses the authoritative word of God. Hope is in his
authoritative message.

God is the God of “hope” (Rom. 15:13). The Christian’s hope is anchored securely in
heaven and based upon the resurrection of Jesus from the grave (Col. 1:5, | Pet. 1:3-4). We
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have no glorious hope if Jesus has not been raised (I Cor. 15:19). Yet, no man could bring
about the resurrection from the dead. Only God can raise life from the grave. He raised
hopeless Israel from Babylonian captivity, and He raised Jesus from the grave to give us a lively
hope and assurance of our own resurrection (I Cor. 15:20-23).

Expanding our view from the valley dry bones, we see the future of Israel after they
return from captivity. The sign of sticks coming together is Judah and Israel becoming one and
forming a kingdom under the rule of Jesus Christ, the offspring of David (Ezek. 37:15-28). Then
in chapters 38-39 of Ezekiel, the enemies of God, known as Gog of Magog, rise up with their
allies only to be decidedly defeated by God. When God’s spiritual kingdom is suffering
persecution to the death in the first century under the kingship of Christ, Ezekiel’s prophetic
work presents images to give hope to the persecuted Christians. The restoration of the cause of
Christ was to be revived. Souls that had been beheaded for the cause of Christ are raised to rule
a thousand years. Like Israel’s cause being restored in Ezekiel, the suffering Christian’s cause
is restored through the imagery of a resurrection (Revelation 20:1-6). Then an enemy will rise
up to try to destroy God’s people only to be defeated. John characterizes this enemy as Gog and
Magog, taking our minds back to Ezekiel’s prophecy as well (Ezek. 38:1-3, 39:1; Rev. 20:8).
Like Ezekiel’s prophecy, the enemy of God’s people with their allies will be defeated with a
devouring fire (Rev. 20:9, Ezek. 39:6). Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones not only gave
hope to hopeless Israel in captivity, but it serves in a larger contextual view as a source of hope
in God for the Christians being persecuted for the testimony of Christ in the first century.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Who was a contemporary prophet with Ezekiel?
How was their prophetic work similar?
2. What attitude in Israel is the vision of the dry bones depicting?
3. In Ezekiel’s vision, who do the many dry bones represent?
4. How does the vision of dry bones point to the authority and power of God?

5. How is our hope as a Christian centered in a resurrection?

6. How does John use the context of Ezekiel’s vision of dry bones to help the persecuted
Christians of the first century?



