THEME: The Bones Came Together — 2023 Vacation Bible School

LESSON THREE: ELISHA’S BONES BRINGS A DEAD
BODY BACK TO LIFE

Elisha’s prophetic work in Israel as “the man of God” chronicled some 60 years. After
taking the mantle from Elijah, and seeing the prophet of God ascend into heaven on chariots and
horses of fire, he continued God’s work in the Northern Kingdom of Isracl. He ministered to the
people through four Kings, Joram, Jehu, Jehoahaz and Jehoash (Joash), While he worked many
miracles in his life, the one connected with his bones after his death is unique in Scripture.

The Moabites were raiding parts of Israel after the death of Elisha. One Spring day the
Israelites were burying a man when their eye caught the Moabites approaching, Trying to avoid
B 13 "l"h *w? i '\;N"‘ them, the men quickly threw the dead body into the sepulcher
e d,_,',‘_ T ‘4 containing the body of the deceased Elisha. When the body came
- ped e Z"._,g,;‘- in contact with Elisha’s bones, the dead man came alive and stood
: S ~« on his feet (2 Kings 13:20-21). Earlier, Elisha laid his own body
“ upon the deceased body of the son of a Shunammite woman. As
he laid mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands upon the child
o the lad’s body became warm. After walking about in the house, he
e i g returned and stretched his body upon the lad. The boy sneezed
seven times and opened his eyes with life. Through prayer and the tireless effort of Elisha, the
young man was brought to life (2 Kings 4:32-35).  Now, Elisha’s body lay still in death in the
tomb. Yet another dead body was brought to life when it came in contact with Elisha’s bones.
In life and in death God confirmed to Israel that Elisha was God’s man in communicating His will.

Elisha’s bones, being a means to help others in his death, continued to speak of his being
God’s minister to the people’s need. He ministered to Elijah’s
needs, refusing to depart from his side as Elijah made his journey = % E’
toward the Jordan River to be received up into Heaven (2 Kings :L/ -
2:1-11, 3:11). Elisha’s many miracles were worked in the context of
meeting the various needs of individuals. He purifies water for
drinking (2 Kings 2:19-22); purifies a pot of stew (2 Kings
4:38-41); miraculously heals a Syrian officer of leprosy (2 Kings 5);
and, stirs the water with a thrown stick to bring a submerged iron
axe head to the surface as the prophets were trying to enlarge their _
abiding place (2 Kings 6:1-7). His life as a miracle worker was helping people in need.

He manifested compassion and worked to meet people’s needs, but he was not soft on sin
nor did he tolerate disrespect for God’s holiness and authority. He cursed some
lads who were mocking him as he went up to Bethel. They were saying, “Go up,
you bald head! Go up, you bald head!” Elisha “cursed them in the name of the
Lord” and two female bears came out of the woods and tore 42 of the lads into
pieces (2 Kings 2:22-25).  He cursed his own greedy and lying servant with
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leprosy which would continue in the family (2 Kings 5:20-27). Elisha is a great example of
God’s true minister. He spent his time helping others while defending the holiness of God.
Today, we can hold fast the pattern of sound words in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus” (2
Timothy 1:13).

The account of Elisha’s death and the miracle connected with his bones lies between the
promise and fulfillment of Elisha’s words to Joash, the King of Israel. Elisha told Joash to shoot
“the arrow of God'’s deliverance” from Syria out of a opened window facing the east. It
symbolized Joash attacking the Syrians at Aphek and striking them till they were destroyed. He
told Joash to strike the arrows to the ground repeatedly, apparently symbolizing how many times
he would strike Syria. When Joash did so three times, Elisha says that such action meant Joash
will strike Syria three times. Elisha rebukes Joash for not continuing his striking the arrows to the
ground for five or six times symbolizing the complete destruction of the Syrians (2 Kings
13:14-19). Following the recorded miracle of Elisha’s bones, we learn that Joash defeated the
King of Syria three times, as Elisha predicted, recovering the cities of Israel (2 Kings 13:25). He
could have asked for more victories. Elisha’s God was big and powerful enough to deliver.

Elisha believed all his life that His God was bigger and could do more than we usually
think. H ask d f ra “double portion” of Elijah’s spirit. Elijah said it was a “hard” request.

v ~ B ButElijah gave Elisha a sign that God would provide the request if he saw
Elijah depart. Elisha saw Elijah depart into heaven, therefore assuring
him that he possessed the requested double portion (2 Kings 2-12).
Elisha knew His God could multiply oil and food to supply the needs of
people, and his miracles clearly confirmed such understanding ( 2 Kings
4:1-7; 4:42-44) . He saw the spiritual host protecting him greater in
& number than the number of the threatening army of Syria. He wanted his
# servant to see the abundance of God’s spiritual army surrounding them,

2 and had his request granted by a willing God (2 Kings 2:15-17). So, we
can understand Elisha’s rebuke of Joash for not striking the arrows to the ground twice as many
times as he did. Like Paul, Elisha knew his God can do abundantly more than we ask or think
(Ephesians 3:20). We, like Elisha should live with this healthy understanding of God and profit
spiritually, knowing we cannot deplete God’s abundant blessings

At his death, Elisha heard the words attributed to him as he had used to describe his master,
Ellijah. They both were the “chariots of Israel and their horsemen” (2 Kings 13:14, 2 Kings
2:12). Like Elijah, Elisha was Israel’s powerful protector. If only the people would follow the
ways of God’s prophets. God allowing the bones of Elisha to bring life to a dead body was God
still honoring the man of God.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Were all of God’s true miracles “instantaneous”?
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How was the miracle of Elisha’s bones just a continuation of him being a “minister” to his
people?

How is the life of Elisha a good example that we can be both compassionate for people and
their need while at the same time intolerant for unholy living?

Is Elisha’s God “Bigger” than your God?

Give some areas in our lives where we could profit spiritually if we had Elisha’s
understanding of God.

What lesson is there in understanding that Elisha was the “chariots of Israel and their
horsemen™?



