THE WOMAN AT THE WELL
(John 4)

Jesus left Judea for Galilee, but Samaria lay between. He came to the town of Sychar

near a parcel of ground that Joseph had received from his father, Jacob. The Jews had a

long history of conflict with the Samaritans. Beginning with people brought from
Babylon and other conquered areas to
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| priest brought in after the inhabitants
suffered destruction from lions. They
“feared God and served other gods” (2
Kings 17:33). This was completely

.y foreign to the true Jews. More

| antagonism arose later when the
inhabitants of Samaria wanted to help in
the rebuilding of the Temple in
Jerusalem. When Zerubbabel and the
leaders said, “ye have nothing to do with
us in building a house unto our God”,
the people of Samaria did what they
could to discourage the work (Ezra 4:3-
5). Later the Samaritans were granted their own temple which was built in nearby
Mount Gerizim. They felt this was the place to have the temple for worship because the
Old Patriarchs had worshipped in Shechem, the ancient name of Sychar. Here is where
Joshua renewed the covenant with the people of Israel before his death (Joshua 24:1).
Later it was rebuilt and became the residence of King Jeroboam (I Kings 12:25). The
Samaritans only accepted the first five books of the Old Testament, known as the
Pentateuch. The Old Samaritan Pentateuch had mount Gerizim in the place of Ebal in
Deuteronomy 27:4. Later robbers and base men escaping from the authorities in Judah
would flee and dwell in Samaria. No wonder then, that in the days of Jesus the Jews
looked down upon the Samaritans (John 8:48), and had “no dealings” with them (John
4:9).

Jews would often try to avoid going through Samaria, due to the unpleasant
history between the Jews and Samaritans. But this account in the life of Jesus finds him
deliberately passing through the area with his disciples. Just south of Sychar a well was
located, known as Jacob’s well. Tradition had so named it because either Jacob dug the
well or it was near the parcel of land Jacob gave to Joseph. Jesus, weary from his
journey, sat by the well. It was about the sixth hour, which was about noon. His
disciples had left him to go buy food. So, the stage is set for Jesus to have a conversation
with the Samaritan woman and speak to her of “living water”.
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A woman of Samaria comes to the well and is surprised that Jesus, a Jewish man,
would speak to her, a Samaritan woman. He had asked her, “Give me to drink” (John
4:7). From this beginning of striking up a
conversation and overcoming barriers
imposed by society, Jesus leads the
Samaritan woman on a life changing
spiritual journey. Jesus responded to the
surprised woman by saying, “If thou
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that
saith unto thee, ‘Give me to drink’; thou
wouldest have asked of him, and he would
have given thee living water” (John 4:10).
Jesus introduces the “living water” by
connecting it with God as a gift. Eternal
salvation and life is not something we earn,
but instead comes to us as a gift. The wages of sin is death, which we deserve; “but the
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). Through Christ
the gift is provided, so it is necessary for all to understand “who” Jesus is. He gives the
gift of God as the Son of God. In order to have the water of eternal life, we must believe
who He is. “...except ye believe that I am He, ye shall die in your sins (John 8:24); The
miraculous signs Jesus did were recorded in written form so that by reading of them we
could “believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,; and that believing ye may have
life in His name” (John 20:31).

The woman in hearing of living water thinks in terms of the “physical.” How can
Jesus give me such water, if he does not have anything with which to draw the water?
Especially is this a problem because the well is so deep! Even when Jesus responds
emphasizing the spiritual nature of the water he offers, she sees part of the satisfaction of
it in terms that she will not have to “come all the way hither to draw” (John 4:15).
While she does not understand yet the nature of the living water, Jesus continues to add
to her understanding with two more additional facts. The living water is distinguished
from the well water in that when one partakes of the living water or the spiritual life we
have in Christ, he or she is spiritually satisfied. A drink of well water will not satisfy us
forever, we will thirst again. Secondly, from within our souls, refreshed and made alive
by the living water, we will have a continual source of life, like a spring that continues to
flow regardless of circumstances. And it will continue sustaining us, issuing into the
glorious eternal life awaiting us after physical death. In one since we have eternal life
now, because the nature of the life we enjoy in Christ is spiritual and is unending (John
11:26, 1 John 5:12). But in another since, eternal life in a glorified state is still ahead of
us. This spiritual life we enjoy now is springing up within us unto that glorious goal of
the life to come (Luke 18:30, | Timothy 4:8).
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Jesus now causes the woman to have a deeper understanding of who He is. He
begins by asking the woman, “Call thy husband, and come hither” (John 4:16). This is
only the introduction for Jesus knows not only that the man she is living with is not her
husband, but that she has had five husbands. How could he know those specific details,
having never before met me? Her understanding of who Jesus is deepens for she says,
“I perceive that thou art a prophet” (John 4:19) When she tries to shift the conversation
from her personal life to considering the differences between the Samaritans and Jews
regarding where to worship, Her consideration of who is speaking to her is not far away.
For after Jesus speaks of God’s true worshippers worshipping in spirit and in truth, she
responds with “I know that Messiah cometh (he that is called Christ), when he is come,
he will declare unto us all things” (John 4:25). Jesus responds with, “I that speak unto
thee am He” (John 4:26). From a thirsty Jewish man to a prophet, and finally to the
Messiah, the Samaritan woman’s understanding of Jesus is deepening as to who it is
offering her living water. Living water is available to all, but it only brings life to those
who understand and are willing to confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Only
through Him do we enjoy the gift of God: life- giving living water (Romans 10:9-10, Acts
8:37, Revelation 21:6).

The Samaritan woman spreads the news concerning Jesus to the people of the
city. She says, “He told me all things that that ever I did: can this be the Christ?” The
good news of Christ is to be spread by opened minds seeking other open minds. The
question is posed based upon evidence that must be considered. This one offering living
water or eternal salvation must be from God because of his specific knowledge of my
life! What do you think? Interested people come to meet Jesus and hear Him for
themselves. When they do, they say to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of thy
speaking: for we have heard ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Savior of the
world.” (John 4:42). Coming to know who it is that offers living water and having the
confidence that He is truly the Son of God has solid evidence behind it. We as grateful
followers of Christ must continue to invite people to come see for themselves.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What was the history causing the social barriers between the Samaritans and the Jews?

2. Why was the Samaritan woman surprised when Jesus spoke to her?

3. What is Jesus offering when he offers “/iving water” ?
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4. What four essential points does Jesus make concerning the living water he offers?

5. Do followers of Christ possess “eternal life” now?

6. How does Jesus deepen the woman’s understanding concerning who He really is?

7. What lessons can we learn from Jesus and the Samaritan woman regarding our
personal work in saving souls?



