
THEME: The Bones Came Together – 2023 Vacation Bible School  
 

LESSON TWO – SAMSON AND THE JAW BONE OF A 

DONKEY 

 
 The Book of Joshua ends on a good note regarding God’s people, “Israel served the Lord 

all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, and who had known 

all the works of the Lord, which he had done for Israel” (Joshua 24:31).  But when the 

generation who profited from Joshua’s leadership died, a new generation arose “who did not 

know the Lord. . .”(Judges 2:10).  What seemed to be a promising beginning soon, in one 

generation, became 350 years of chronic sadness for Israel.  Israel took the initial step of 

compromise when they did not completely drive out the idolatrous nations as God commanded 

them (Deuteronomy 7:1-11) With the nations present, Israel began to intermarry with them.  

Soon, such influence fostered the practice of idolatry among the Israelites.  “And the anger of 

the Lord was hot against Israel, so He delivered them into the hands of plunderers, who 

despoiled them; and He sold them into the hands of their enemies all around, so that they could 

no longer stand before their enemies (Judges 2:14). 

 

 Despoiled and oppressed by their enemies, Israel cried out to God to have mercy on 

them.  God then raised up “judges” to deliver them from their oppressors.  These were not the 

judges of Exodus 18:21-26 who would deliver righteous judgments concerning civil matters, but 

they were “deliverers” who would rescue God’s people from their enemies. The sad 

commentary of the times is that when the delivering judge had died, the people “reverted and 

behaved more corruptly than their fathers by following other gods to serve them and bow down 

to them. . .” (Judges 2:19).  This sad cycle of deliverance from enemies- to not permanently 

changing their stubborn way- to being oppressed again, in need of deliverance characterized the 

times in which Samson became Israel’s 12th.  judge or deliverer.  God wanted His people to 

know that He was their invisible ruler and deliverer.  

 

 God delivered Israel into the hands of the Philistines for 40 years when Samson was 

raised up before the people to begin delivering them from their oppressors (Judges 13:1).  

Samson was blessed of God with wit and great physical strength.  He manifested such strength 

when he killed a lion with his hands.  After a few days he passed by and saw that a swarm of 

bees and honey were in the carcass of the lion.  He used his wit and 

this event to create a riddle which frustrated the Philistines.  The 

riddle was this: “Out of the eater came something to eat, And out of 

the strong came something sweet.” (Judges 14:14)  They had seven 

days to solve the riddle, with the promise of 30 linen garments and 30 

changes of clothing if they were successful.  The next seven days 

began a sad period of misunderstanding, death and revenge in the life 

of Samson.  The Philistines used Samson’s new wife to solve the 

riddle.  She wept and accused Samson for not loving her because he 

did not relate the answer to her.  When he gives in to her pleading 

and tears, she tells the Philistines the answer.  Samson kills 30 Philistines and takes their 

clothing to make good on his promise. Her father gives her to Samson’s “best man” because he 



thought Samson did not love her (Judges 14:20, 15:2).  Samson enraged with righteous 

indignation, ties 300 foxes tails together and places a torch between them. The foxes run through 

the fields burning up the standing grain, vineyards and olive groves.   Upon learning that 

Samson was behind their loss, the Philistines burned to death Samson’s wife and father-in-law.  

Samson countered with a “great slaughter of the Philistines (Judges 15:8). 

 

 Wanting further revenge against Samson, the Philistines encamp in Judah and meet the 

forces of Israel at Lehi.  The men of Judah learn that the Philistines have come to arrest Samson. 

Three thousand men of Judah, fearful of the Philistines, approached Samson to arrest him and 

give him over to the Philistines.  They bound him with “two new ropes” 

and brought him to Lehi.  As the Philistines approached with shouting, 

“Then the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him and the ropes that 

were on his arms became like flax that is burned with fire, and his bonds 

broke loose from his hands” (Judges 15:14).  Samson picked up a 

“fresh jawbone of a donkey” and “killed a thousand men with it” 

(Judges 15:15).  Samson wittingly said, “With a jawbone of a donkey, 

heaps upon heaps, With a jawbone of a donkey, I have slain a thousand 

men” (Judges 15:16).  Samson then threw the jawbone aside and was thirsty.  He pleads to 

God, and God answers his plea by splitting a hollow place at Lehi, and water came forth to 

satisfy Samson’s thirst.  

 

 Imagine the strength and stamina required for one man to kill a thousand soldiers, and to 

do so with the jawbone of a donkey.  Samson knew his power and deliverance came from God.  

In praying to God afterwards Samson says, “You have given this great deliverance by the hand 

of your servant. . .” (Judges 15:18).  His feats of extraordinary strength came when the “Spirit 

of the Lord came mightily upon him” (13:25, 14:6, 19).  Samson’s faith was working with 

God’s mighty Spirit to perform these miraculous feats.  The Holy Spirit places Samson among 

the great people of faith in Hebrews 11.  He was among those who through faith “stopped the 

mouth of lions” (Hebrews 11:32-33).   It was Peter’s faith in the power and authority of the 

Lord that allowed him to heal a lame man (Acts 3:16).  Timothy needed to allow his confidence 

in the Lord to dispel his fear and thus stir up the miraculous gift he possessed (2 Timothy 1:6-7).  

While we do not live in times of miracles, we still need to learn that faith is essential in 

accomplishing the work of the Lord (Galatians 5:6).  Faith must be expressed with obedient 

action, especially in difficult and trying times (James 2:25-26, Revelation 2:10).  

   

 God knew that Samson was thirsty, yet Samson needed to ask God for water to quench 

his thirst. Samson in acknowledging God in delivering his servant from the Philistines prays, “. . 

. and now shall I die of thirst and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised?” (Judges 15:18).  

God answered by providing water by splitting a hollow place and allowing water to come forth 

to revive the spirit of Samson (Judges 15:19).  While God knows what we need before we ask, 

we must express our faith in His ability to supply our needs by expressing our need in prayer 

(Matthew 6:8-13, 32).  God did not have water flowing for Samson immediately following his 

strenuous feat.  He did supply it when Samson came to him in prayer.  May we learn to trust 

God to supply our needs and be humble enough to ask in time of need.   

 

 Often when men have been oppressed over a long period of time, they lose a proper 



perspective of things.  Here were 3,000 men of Judah backing down to the Philistines with a 

defeatist attitude.  They not only do not resist the Philistines who want to capture Samson, but 

are willing to deliver him to them.  Their complaint is against Samson.  They say to him, “Do 

you not know that the Philistines rule over us?  What is this you have done to us?” (Judges 

15:11).    Samson is their problem, not their deliverer.  Decades of Philistine rule had 

established such a defeatist attitude in the hearts of God’s people that no other option but to 

appease the enemy was in their minds. Regardless how long we have been down or how small 

we feel in our circumstance, we can do all things when God is with us.  Joshua and Caleb knew 

this when most of their peers did not (Numbers 13:29-33, 14:6-10).  Paul knew that regardless 

of circumstances, he was sufficient for the occasion. “I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). 

 

 Samson had many faults through which he allowed the enemy to blaspheme God.  But 

his willingness to express his faith in God and courageously fulfill his role as God’s servant to 

deliver God’s people from foreign oppression is commendable.  Samson using the jawbone of a 

donkey to kill one thousand men at Lehi should be remembered in history when God’s power 

and faith overcame for the moment outnumbering enemies and defeatism.  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

 

1. How did the spirit of compromise lead to the pain God’s people were feeling in the times 

of Samson?  

 

 

 

2. Samson is a good example to show that the “Judges” were really 

_______________________ . 

 

 

3. Before the event with the jawbone, how did Samson manifest his strength and wit?  

 

 

 

4. What was God’s underlying purpose in His Spirit coming mightily upon His servant 

Samson?  

   

 

 

5. How does Samson’s trust in God manifest itself in the event of the jawbone of the 

donkey?  

 

 

6. What circumstances today can cause the Christian to have a “defeatist” attitude?  

 

 

7. How does faith in our Lord overcome all enemies of righteousness today?  


