Glad Tidings

“And we bring you good of the promise made unto the fathers...” (Acts 13:32)
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New Heavens and a New Earth

magine living where in-

justice never occurs;

where peace and happi-
ness is yours because the evil and
wickedness that bring unrest and
sorrow do not exist. Picture
never having to hear about a
gruesome murder, see a loved
one depart in death, or suffer the
viciousness of jealous hearts and
lying tongues. Merely wishful
thinking? No, because such bliss
characterizes the new heavens
and new earth which Peter de-
clares, “But according to His
promise, we look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness™ (2 Peter
3:13).

No doubt a Divine promise
of no crying nor weeping was
comforting to a people suffering
captivity in Babylon where tears
ran down as unending streams of
water (Isaiah 65:19); Lamenta-
tions 3:48). Surely the thought of
old age for children and full days
for the aged was sweetness to a
people who saw their young and
old struck down unmercifully
with the sword (Isaiah 65:20;
Lamentations 2:21). What joy
must have filled the hearts to hear
that God was anxious to answer
their cries when before they felt
that their prayers were not even
heard (Isaiah 65:24; Lamenta-
tions 3:44). Such was in store for
the Israelites, and all are

(Jerry Fite)

contained in the promise of the
“new heavens and a new earth”
(Isaiah 65:17). A new atmos-
phere of peace was awaiting the
people of God (Isaiah 65:25).

The joy and peace conveyed
in the “new heavens and a new
earth” phrase no doubt brought
comfort to the hearts of op-
pressed first century Christians.
John describes this heavenly
place as a city with no tears,
death, mourning, crying, nor pain
(Revelation 21:25). No unright-
eousness is ever allowed in this
holy place (Revelations 21:27).
Peter is alluding to this when he
declares, ““wherein dwelleth
righteousness.”

The Christian’s eye is made
to fix longingly upon the “new
heavens and new earth” when
one understands this present
abode is doomed for destruction
by the Holy God. Peter empha-
sizes four parts of man’s earthly
existence: the ““heavens,” which
are the skies of the atmosphere;
the “elements,” which are the
basic particles that make up mat-
ter which dominates our senses;
the ’earth,”” which is our planet
or where we dwell; and the
“works,”” which are man’s ac-
complishments and treasures. All
are going to pass away and be de-
stroyed by fire (2 Peter 3:7), 10-
12).

Jehovah’s Witnesses believe
the literal earth will not be de-
stroyed, but merely renovated by
the cleansing of wickedness and
evil. But Peter inspired by the
Holy Spirit declares “the earth”
or this ground we walk on shall
be “burned up” with fire. Hal
Lindsay says the elements or “at-
oms” will be let loose but brought
back together after the cleansing
process. But Peter, declares the
elements will not only be dis-
solved, or “let loose,” but they
will “melt” with fervent heat.

The word “new,” which
describes the heavens and earth,
is used in the New Testament to
designate unused things. The
emphasis is new in character, not
new in time. Jesus’ body was
placed in a “new tomb,” a tomb
never before used (John 19:41).
Jesus spoke of “new wine skins”
in the same way (Matthew 9:17).
Similarly, the “new heavens’ and
“new earth” speak of an unused
dwelling place, not an old one
renovated.

The “new heavens and a
new earth” serves us today as a
focal point for our desires, affect-
ing daily decisions. ““Seeing these
things are thus to be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought ye
to be in all holy living and godli-
ness...” (2 Peter 3:11).



