The Idolatry Of The Brass Serpent
(LESSON THREE)

The children of Israel in the days of King Hezekiah had experienced many changes since
the time their forefathers were healed from the snake bites in the wilderness. They had entered
the promised land and possessed it; gone through some 300 years being delivered from enemies,
and ruled by judges; and had experienced the rule of Kings for about 400 years when the brass
serpent becomes an issue again. It had been kept for about 700 years. But through the years, and

p === €Specially under the idolatrous influence of King Ahaz, it had become an
-2 object of worship before which people burned incense (2 Kings 18:4).

King Ahaz had cut up the pieces of the vessels in the house of

God, shut the doors of the temple of God where incense was to be
offered upon God’s appointed altar, and had encouraged the offering of

incense to other gods in all the cities of Judah (2 Chron. 28:24-25). But
changes qmckly occurred when Hezekiah, Ahaz’s son, came to power. His first order of
business at the age of 25, in the first month of his reign, was to restore the temple worship,
destroy the high places where idolatrous worship was rampant, and ““break in pieces the brazen
serpent” (2 Kings 18:4).

How could such a good King as Hezekiah, come from such an evil father as Ahaz? The
influence of a father can be powerfully good or bad. But Hezekiah is a good reminder that each
generation can stand on its own before the Lord despite growing up in ungodly surroundings.
Notice the character of Hezekiah: ““He trusted in Jehovah. . . He clave to Jehovah; he departed
not from following Him, but kept His commandments, which Jehovah
commanded Moses.” (2 Kings 18:5-6). In each generation, regardless if
we have a godly father or not, we can manifest a strong faith in God by
keeping his commandments and refuse to depart from His ways.
Hezekiah “did what was right in the eyes of Jehovah, according to all
that David his father had done” (2 Kings 18:3). This statement is used
two other times to describe the rule of Kings, Asa (I Kings 15:11) and Josiah (2 Kings 2:2). Like
Hezekiah, these two kings also had fathers who did evil. Hezekiah had the godly influence of
the prophet Isaiah to keep him centered in the Lord. Surround yourself with godly people so you
can stand with God in your generation, especially when you do not have a godly father or
mother. You can be like David, a man after God’s own heart, regardless of how far you are
removed from him by time (Acts 13:22).

The Lord blessed young Hezekiah because he clave to Jehovah and followed His Word.
“And Jehovah was with him; whithersoever he went forth he prospered™ (2 Kings 18:7).
Hezekiah prospered, but the times were difficult. Sennacherib, the King of Assyria came up



against Hezekiah and his people in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah’s reign. A taunting letter was
i gfi i delivered to Hezekiah by Sennacherib’s messengers. Hezekiah

presented the letter before Jehovah in prayer (2 Kings 19:14-19). God
answered the prayer by sending an angel to kill 185,000 Assyrian
soldiers in one night. Sennacherib did not even shoot an arrow in
Jerusalem but departed back to Nineveh only to be murdered while he
was worshipping in the house of his idolatrous god, Nisroch (2 Kings
19:32-37). Hezekiah’s faithfulness was not only blessed by God defeating his enemies, but
many nations brought gifts to Jehovah in Jerusalem and Hezekiah. *“And many brought gifts unto
Jehovah to Jerusalem, and precious things to Hezekiah king of Judah; so that he was exalted in
the sight of all nations from henceforth’ (2 Chron. 32:23). We should be encouraged to know
that when we determine to trust in God, pray to Him and follow His Word by keeping His
teachings, God even in difficult times will bless us in the end (Proverbs 16:3, Psm. 37:5, I John
3:22). When you trust in God and follow the Lord you will never end up being ashamed (I Peter
2:6).

Instead of offering incense upon the altar in the house of God, God’s people were

: == offering incense to the ancient brass serpent. They had begun to offer
rﬁﬂ# worship unto it, which is reserved only for God. Hezekiah certainly

/ drove home the point that the brass serpent was no god, for he broke it

into pieces. It was no god, for he called it “Nehushtan” which means a

2 “little piece of brass” (2 Kings 18:4). Isaiah, a prophet in the times of

Hezekiah, drove home this point as to what the people of God were

= worshipping. You pick a tree that is subject to rotting and glitter it up

with gold and you still have to move it — is this what you liken unto God (Isaiah 40:18-26)?

God had commanded Moses to construct the serpent as a remedy for the fiery serpent’s
deadly bites which were plaguing the people of God (Numbers 21:8-9). It was God’s remedy,
not a god. Moses depicted the reddish brown or metallic appearance of the snakes by making the
serpent out of brass. It clearly showed the people that the remedy was from God, the very God
before whom they complained. Today, we know that the venom from a poisonous snake is used
in the medicine to counteract a deadly bite. While the serpent on the standard looked like the
snakes that had bitten them, God was showing that the remedy was totally from him. They were
to look upon the brass serpent and live, not live because they got a shot. Did they have enough
faith in God to look upon the likeness of the serpents that had bitten them as God had
commanded? It was a life or death issue.

When we do depart from the ways of God, and not honor His word, we give God’s
enemies an opportunity to blaspheme God. This was certainly true in the days of Hezekiah when
he was determined to reform God’s people back to holiness. Because Ahaz, Hezekiah’s father,
had encouraged idolatry and had even closed the doors of the temple in Jerusalem, the enemies
of God looked at this as the norm for serving God. When Hezekiah reforms Israel and tears



down the idols, including the brass serpent, the foreign idolatrous messengers tauntingly
represent Sennacherib with, “But if ye say unto me, “We trust in Jehovah our God;’ is not he,
whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and hath said to Judah and to
Jerusalem, “Ye shall worship before the altar in Jerusalem?’”” (2 Kings 18:22). Because they
were ignorant of the true God, and aware of how Ahaz and God’s people had been worshipping,
they looked at the reform as being a slap in the face of God. It would take great faith and
determination among Hezekiah and his people to withstand the enemy and continue in the right
way of the Lord. Today, when we do not follow God’s word as it is written, we give the people
of the world an opportunity to blaspheme God and His Word (cf. Titus 2:5, | Timothy 6:1). To
the point of Hezekiah’s experience, how many generations ahead will it be said that we are
disobeying God by condemning same sex marriages which will by then have been tolerated, and
practiced by people who claim to be Christians? Every step away from God makes it harder for
future generations to persuade people back to the right ways of God. Like Hezekiah, we can
reform at any time, but it takes faith and determination to overcome the ways of sin and the
blasphemy of the enemy.

The brass serpent in Hezekiah’s day should remind us that anything can become our
“God”. Whatever we covet, place our hope in, and follow can be a god to us. This is why
covetousness is called idolatry (Colossians 3:5). And the desire to be rich and the love of money
can lead us away from God and into spiritual ruin (I Timothy 6:9-10, 17). Money, in our society
can be a remedy for many things, but it must never be our “God” (Matthew 6:24). Money can
buy a lot of things, but its accumulation can never equate to the value of your soul, nor can it
buy back your “priceless” soul when you have taken it away from the one true and living God
(Matthew 16:26).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. How long had the brass serpent been preserved among God’s people?

Do you keep things for long that you consider as not important?

2. By the time of King Hezekiah, what had the brass serpent become among God’s people?

3. Recognizing what the brass serpent had become, and God’s command: “Thou shalt not
make unto thee a graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth” (Exodus 20:4), should
Moses be held accountable for creating a stumbling block to the people of God?



10.

Should we consider young people who grow up and are raised by ungodly parents as
hopeless in living a righteous life?

Describe the relationship that Hezekiah had with the Lord:

Will God bless us when we are faithful by keeping us away from difficult experiences?

When you trust in the Lord and obey His word you will never be ashamed. (T) (F)

How did the sinful ways of Ahaz make it more difficult for Hezekiah’s reforms?

What lesson can we learn from this fact?

How did Hezekiah drive home the point that the brass serpent is not worthy of offering
incense to?

Why must we guard against having a love for money?



