THE SERPENT AND EVE
(LESSON ONE)

The apostle John identifies the great and powerful red dragon, the one determined to do
harm to God’s people of John’s day as “the old serpent, he that is called the Devil and Satan, the
deceiver of the whole world” (Revelation 12:9). The serpent is “old” for he was present when
mankind began on earth (Genesis 3:1). He is called the ““Devil” for he is the ““slanderer,”
slanderously accusing God before man, and slandering man before God. He is called *““Satan”
for he is the great “adversary’ against God and man.

Jesus, observing the character of his fellow Jews, identified them as ““Ye are of your
father the devil, and the lusts of your father the devil, it is your will to do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and standeth not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father thereof”” (John 8:44). As
people were not telling the truth in Jesus’ day, they manifested the character of their true father.
Jesus connects them with the father of lies, the devil. He does not stand in the truth, and we shall
observe how he in the beginning of the world deceived Eve with a lie, leading her to sin and
consequent destruction.

Before Eve’s encounter with the serpent, God commanded, “of every tree of the garden
thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”” (Genesis 2:16-17). In God’s
restrictive commandment, there was the freedom to eat of all the other trees of the garden.
Sometimes we look at God’s commandments of ““thou shalt not’s™ as restrictive of our
freedoms. But this is not the case is it? For example, God is
not restricting man from sex, when he says thou shalt not
commit adultery, or fornication. He is endorsing sex in the
marriage relationship while restricting us from fornication and
adultery, the sexual acts outside of approved marriage (Exodus
i *I[ﬂ! 20: 1? I Cor. 7:1-4, Galatians 5:19-21, Hebrews 13:4, | Cor.
6:13

All things in the life of the first man and woman were

‘ TN . good, and then we are introduced to the serpent. He earns his
reputation as a “liar” in John 8 by telling the woman a lie. God said man would surely die if they
ate of the forbidden tree (Genesis 2:17), and the serpent says, “Ye shall not surely die” (Genesis
3:4). His lie was involved in adding one little word, ““not”. But this clearly contradicted the
truth of God. God’s word is the truth and whenever one places a “not” before God’s positive
statements of truth, we know it is a lie. For example, some have followed the path of the devil
by saying “baptism does not save us”’, when God’s word clearly states, in emphasizing salvation



that comes through the medium of “water,” the following: “which also after a true likeness doth
now save us, even baptism. . .”” (I Peter 3:21). The truth is that baptism along with the gospel,
faith, repentance and confessing Jesus to be Lord are all part of the “saving” response (Rom.
1;16, Mk. 16:15-16, Acts 2;38, Rom. 10:9-10). The woman knew clearly what God had said for
she told the devil, ““of the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; but the fruit of the tree
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, ‘Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch
it, lest ye die’”” (Genesis 3:2-3). By knowing the truth of God, we can be aware when one
contradicts God’s word and then not be led astray. So, why did the
woman sin?

The serpent was “subtle” and deceptive (Genesis 3:1). His ways
were more than contradicting truth. He asks a leading question
encouraging the woman to doubt God’s goodness. He said, “Yea, and
hath God said, ‘Ye shall not eat of any tree in the garden?’”” (Genesis
3:1). Is He maybe that arbitrary in his commands? Then he slandered
W God to Eve by telling her that God had a selfish motive: “for God doth
know that that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes will be opened, and ye shall be as God,
knowing good and evil”” (Genesis 3:5). The subtle serpent was laying the groundwork for the
woman to fall away from God. Then he uses his three avenues into the heart to tempt her to sin.

The three avenues into the heart of Eve was the lust of flesh, the lust of the eyes and the
vain glory or pride of life. She saw that ““the tree was good for food”” — the lust of the flesh; and
that ““it was a delight to the eyes™ — the lust of the eyes; and *““the tree was desired to make one
wise” — the pride of life (Genesis 3:6). With his subtle ways in place and the attractive forbidden
fruit before the woman, the Devil wins the battle for her will. Eve “took of the fruit thereof and
did eat. . .”” (Genesis 3:6). And through her evil influence the serpent succeeded in gaining
another soul in sin, for the man also disobeyed God’s command and ate the forbidden fruit.

Even though man tried to blame his wife for his sin, God held him responsible for his actions.

The old serpent continues to use these three ways today in tempting men to sin and
turning them away from God (I John 2:16). Jesus appealed to God’s word to overcome the
Devil’s ways when He was tempted in these three ways (Matthew 4:1-11). The whole armor of
God which combines God’s word with prayer equips the Christian in withstanding the Devil and
his deceptive ways (Ephesians 6:10-20). All of us have fallen prey to the Devil and his ways
one time or another (Romans 3:23). However, knowing the avenues the Devil uses to tempt our
heart, and following the pattern of our Lord, hopefully we will be better equipped in the future to
withstand the Devil.

God warned man if he ate of the forbidden tree he would in that day surely die. Death is
one of the horrible consequences of sin (Romans 6:23). Adam and Eve died spiritually the very
day they sinned against God. Like anyone who sins today, they were spiritually dead, though
they were still physically alive (Ephesians 2:1-3, | Timothy 5:6). But they would eventually die



physically as a consequence of sin when they were driven from the garden with no longer access
to the tree of life (Genesis 3:22-24). Their bodies in death would return to the dust (Genesis
3:19). While sin entered into the world through Adam, we all today die spiritually as a
consequence of our own sin (Romans 5:12). We all die physically as a consequence of Adam’s
sin (I Corinthians 15:22).

In the day the serpent succeeded in turning the first man and woman away from God in
sin, God predicts the Devil’s demise. God addresses the serpent and says, ““Because thou hast
done this, cursed art thou above all the cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly
shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and I will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; he shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel”” (Genesis 3:14-15). The serpent as one of beasts of the field was cursed by
having to travel on its belly, eating the dust of the earth. The devil is told also that the seed of
woman would come and deliver a blow to his head, which is a strike of death. This prophecy
was fulfilled when Jesus, born of the virgin Mary, died on the cross for the sins of man
(Galatians 4:4-5, Colossians 2:13-15). Being redeemed from sin, man no longer has to fear
death and no longer has to be in bondage to the devil who had the power of death. (Hebrews
2:14-15).

God’s promise to the devil of his demise was fulfilled perfectly in Christ. The devil
delivered a blow to the seed of woman, Jesus Christ, when Jesus was crucified. But it was not
permanent for Jesus was resurrected. It was merely a blow to the heel. But through the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the power of death (spiritually and physically) that the devil had
over man was abolished. Jesus, the seed of woman, delivered the death blow to the devil’s head
through His death and resurrection. Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil and succeeded
in doing his part (I John 3:8).

At the end of time will the devil have succeeded in having you with him in Hell for
eternity (Matthew 25:41, Revelation 20:10, 14-15, 21:8)? Jesus has done his part to redeem us
from sin and deliver us from the clutches of the devil. Do not allow the devil to win in regards to
your soul! Come to Christ for redemption (I Peter 1:18-20), and be strong in the Lord,
withstanding the devil and his deceptive ways. We can withstand him and he will flee from us
(James 4:7). We can humbly and aptly teach others equipping them with power to remove
themselves from his captive ways (2 Timothy 2:24-26).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What do the words, “devil” and “satan” mean?

2. How did the devil blaspheme God before Eve?



How can the devil blaspheme God today in your life?

How did the devil turn God’s truth into a lie?

How does he do the same today?

What three avenues did the devil use in tempting Eve to sin?

Give examples in how the devil uses these avenues today in our time.

What two deaths are the consequences of sin?

How did the seed of woman strike a lethal blow to the head of the devil?

How can we overcome the power of the devil in our lives?



