Where Your Treasure Is

AHAB DISIRES NABOTH’S VINEYARD
(I Kings 21)

Ahab was king of the Northern Kingdom of Israel in the 9™ Century B.C.

(874-853 B.C.) The capital city of Israel was Samaria. King —

Ahab ruled there, but he had a royal palace in the city of Jezreel, o
located some 25 miles

(-—J-;;ﬁ __north of Samaria
where he resided from

time to time. Naboth, :

along with his B T

illustrious family, were long time residents of Jezreel.

His vineyard was located next to the palace grounds of

Ahab, and the king had his eye upon the vineyard and
wanted to acquire it to expand and benefit his palace

property.

One day Ahab approached Naboth with a
esme  Droposition that no doubt seemed fair. He offered
%~ Naboth money for his land or another piece of property
Daily Bible Study )Z/ in exchange. Naboth was a godly man and feared God
s keyway.ca and respected the Law. He believed God’s revelation
that one’s inheritance was not to be removed from tribe to tribe; “for the children of Israel shall
cleave everyone to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers” (Numbers 36: 7).  The land
“shall not be sold in perpetuity” (Leviticus 25:23). With conviction of this truth, Naboth replies
by saying to Ahab, “Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto
thee” (I Kings 21:3). Ahab, with a sullen and angry spirit went back to his palace. Depressed, he
turned his face away and refused to eat (1 Kings 21.4).

When Ahab told his wife Jezebel as to why he was so sad, she proposed a
plan by which Ahab would have Naboth’s vineyard. Saddened at the sight of her
husband appearing weak as king, she says, “Dost thou now govern the kingdom of
Israel? Arise, and eat bread, and Let thy heart be merry; 1 will give thee the
vineyard” (I Kings 21:7). She wrote a letter with the authority of the king’s seal
commanding the leading men in Jezreel to proclaim a fast and present Naboth

i ko X before the men. They were also to hear two “base
’ A% fellows” as witnesses of Naboth cursing God and the
King. Naboth was to be stoned to death, and Ahab would
then have the vineyard he coveted. The diabolical plan
was carried out. Naboth was not only executed, but his sons were also
put to death (2 Kings 9:26). All was clear for Ahab to go down to the
vineyard and take possession of it (2 Kings 21:16).
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Evil never escapes the attention of God (Numbers 32:23, Proverbs 11:21). He sent his
prophet Elijah to denounce Ahab and his sin. Elijah condemned Ahab saying, “7 have found
thee, because hast sold thyself to do that which is evil in the sight of Jehovah” (I Kings 21:20).
Elijah prophesied of three evils that would come upon Ahab and his family. First, where dogs
licked the blood of Naboth, dogs would lick his blood. Second, Ahab’s sons would all be
destroyed. Third, Ahab’s evil wife Jezebel would be eaten by dogs by the rampart of Jezreel (2
Kings 21:17-23). On hearing the news Ahab humbled himself before Jehovah being penitent. He
put scratchy “sack cloth” on his skin, and “fasted”. His humility before God is also seen in that
he “went softly”, indicating he went barefoot (1 Kings 21:27, Josephus Antiquities of the Jews,
Book VIII, Chapter 13, Paragraph §8).

Ahab received mercy because of his contrition. Jehovah declared that Ahab would not
see the evil promised on his family. It would happen in the days of his sons, after he is gone (7
Kings 21:29). All that Elijah promised in the name of Jehovah
came true. Even though Ahab tried to hide his identity in battle, a
& Syrian bowman shot a deadly
. arrow into Ahab. His blood at
the bottom of his chariot was
licked by dogs when he returned
to Samaria to be buried. Because
of Ahab’s penitence, the part of
the prophecy of “where” his
blood would be licked was
: . % fulfilled in his son Joram when
Jehu slew h1m and cast him into the plat of ground in Jezreel (2
Kings 9:25-26). All of Ahab’s sons were eventually put to death :
with 70 being put to death by Jehu at one time (2 Kings 10). In defiant res1gnat10n J ezebel
painted her eyes and dressed herself up as she watched from the window and heard the command
of Jehu to cast her down from the rampart. The dogs ate her body leaving only her head, feet and
the palms of her hands. No burial for this evil woman! She was as dung upon the face of the

earth (2 Kings 9:30-37).

How does one get to the point as Ahab and “sell oneself” to do evil? Ahab married
Jezebel, a daughter of a heathen king of Sidon (7 Kings 16:31). She continued her idolatrous
ways and encouraged the worship of Baal in Israel. When one commits the sin of having other
gods instead of worshipping only the one true God, the rest of the commandments are not hard to
break. Against Naboth, Jezebel had no problem of breaking the commandment: “thou shalt not
kill” (Exodus 20:13). This was an ungodly solution to satisfy Ahab in breaking another
commandment: “thou shalt not covet...nor anything that is thy neighbor’s” (Exodus 20:17). A
land under such ungodly leadership has no problem producing those who do not mind “bearing
false witness against thy neighbor” (Exodus 20.16). In such ungodly times, the base men
seemed to have no fear of being put to death because of their false witness, which the law
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required (Deuteronomy 19:15-21). When one does not honor the one true God, and allow
“things” to be their “god”, there is no evil that one will not sell oneself to do. When things and
riches become our passion to obtain, we will fall away from God and like Ahab and Jezebel,
piercing ourselves through with many sorrows (I Timothy 6:9-10).

Choosing a mate is of upmost importance in life. The influence of the one we choose to
marry can embolden us to choose and go after the wrong things in life. Ahab was heartbroken
when he could not have Naboth’s vineyard. He had offered money or an equitable exchange.
There is no evidence of him thinking about any other way of obtaining the vineyard, until he was
in the company of his companion, his wife. Her influence destroyed Ahab and herself.
Choosing a mate whose treasures are in Heaven is a wise move. The advice of a godly wife or
husband can keep us on track toward our true treasures in heaven. The advice and influence of
an ungodly wife can embolden us in a downward spiral to great ruin. What would Ahab’s life
been like if he had not taken more seriously the choosing of a godly mate? Choose your mate
wisely! Marry a godly person!

God’s reaction to Ahab’s manifestation of humility and sorrow for his sin is a reminder
that God may show mercy in the face of contrition, but the consequences for sin may remain.
Even though he humbled himself before Jehovah, Ahab lost his life as a punishing consequence
for his sin against Naboth. We may even be forgiven of sin, and have to still face consequences
of such sin. For example, a convicted murderer may still have to die for his sin, even though he
has humbled himself before God in repentance. A bank teller should not be upset if he or she is
not allowed to work in the banking industry any more after showing sorrow and truly repenting
for stealing. The consequence of losing the trust of our fellow man may be in place long after
God has forgiven. Remember actions have consequences!

DISSUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Jezreel was (a) the capital city of Israel (b) the birth place of Ahab (c) the city of Ahab’s
palace (d) the city of the tribe of Manasseh.

2. Was Naboth too stubborn for his own good in refusing to sell his inherited land?
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Explain how Ahab is a good example of the truth: “Covetousness is idolatry” (Colossians
3:5).

How is Jezebel a sobering reminder for making sure you pick a godly person for your
wife?

Did the Bible make a mistake when recording Elijah’s prophecy of Ahab’s blood being
licked by dogs in Jezreel where Naboth shed his blood, when the dogs licked Ahab’s
blood in Samaria? (I Kings 21:19, I Kings 22: 37-40)

If God forgives our sins, we will never suffer any consequences from our sin. (T) (F)

How is Ahab a sobering reminder that the little things we strongly desire in life can have
monumental consequences?



