Where Your Treasure Is

THE TREASURE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
(Matthew 13:44-45)

How was a person in Bible times able to protect his valued possessions? Were there

some thrlvmg “safe” companies offering thick fire proof safes? Robbers could “dig through”

: the protective walls of your house (cf. Matthew
6:20). So, the most effective way was to bury your
{ treasure in a secret place. There would be times
when the one hiding the treasure would die, and the
location of his secret hiding place would perish
i with him. So, valuable treasure surfaced from time
to time as people dug in their fields.

» Jesus speaks a parable paralleling the value
of the kingdom with the joyful experience of
it e e “* finding hidden treasure. “the kingdom of heaven is
like unto a treasure hidden in the field; which a man found, and hid; and in his joy he goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth the field” (Matthew 13:44).

Jesus immediately follows with another parable:
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man who is a
merchant seeking goodly pearls; and having found one
pearl of great price, he went and sold all that he had, and
bought it” (Matthew 13:45). During the times of Jesus’
walk upon the earth, the pearl possessed great value
especially in the Roman world. The Roman historian,
Seutonius recorded that the Roman general Vitellius
financed his entre journey on a military campaign in A.D.
68 by selling one pearl earring that belonged to his mother.
The Bible definitely highlights the pearl’s great value in
Bible times by connecting it with riches and accompanying
precious stones (Revelation 17:4, 18:12, 21:21, I Timothy 2:9, Matthew 7 6)

Back to back parables of the kingdom of heaven point to the kingdom’s value that it
should have in our minds. In each parable the kingdom of heaven has such value that both
discoverers are willing to sell all they had in order to make the treasure their own. Notice that
such selling by the one finding treasure in a field was not a sad necessity, but he did so with

“joy”. He had found unique treasure which was greater than all his possessions combined.

Jesus speaks these two parables, not to the general public, but to his close disciples in
private. Matthew sets the context by writing, “Then he left the multitudes, and went into the
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house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, ‘Explain unto us the parable of the tares of the
field’” (Matthew 13:36). Following the explanation of the parable, Jesus proceeds to impress
upon the mind of his disciples the kingdom of heaven’s value. It is like found treasure. And
Jesus closes by asking his disciples in private, “Have you understood all these things?” When
they say they did, Jesus closes his series of parables by driving home the “treasure™ aspect of the
kingdom by illustrating it as a true scribe connected with the kingdom. He is as a householder
bringing forth “out of his treasure” things new and old (Matthew 13:51). The Kingdom of
heaven is “old” in that it has been a theme of prophecy (cf. Daniel 2:44), and it is “new” because
it is about to unfold before their eyes offering salvation and the eternal glory according to God’s
eternal purpose (cf. Colossians 1:13-14, 2 Timothy 4:18). These close disciples of Jesus would
be sharing the kingdom’s message, and they needed to know the great value of the kingdom to
keep them dedicated to their work and sacrifice. We who claim to be living under God’s rule in
his kingdom need the same reminder so we can continue to spread the good news of the kingdom
today.

The kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God are two ways speaking of the same
thing. It is of God because it is emphasizing God’s rule. It is of heaven, because this is the
abode of God. He is in Heaven, and he reigns from Heaven. This rule of God is spiritual in
nature for it takes place in the heart of man. Jesus was asked by the Pharisees as to “when the
kingdom of God cometh.” He replied by saying, “The kingdom of God cometh not with
observation: neither shall they say, ‘Lo, here! Or, “There! For lo, the kingdom of God is within
you” (Luke 17:20-21). While God’s kingdom in Scripture can be emphasizing the salvation
from sin enjoyed in Christ (Acts 8:12) and the eternal life to be in enjoyed in a glorified state in
heaven (Matthew 13:43), it also references the “church” (Hebrews 12:23, 28; Matthew 16:18-
19). This should not be hard to understand because the church is comprised of people who are
allowing God to rule in their hearts.

The two parables regarding the kingdom are similar in that they emphasize the great
value of the kingdom, but they are different. One comes across treasure in a field, and one is in
the business of trading treasure. The man in the field is interested in finding something, because
he is probably digging. The merchant is a business man engrossed in buying and selling pearls.
These two perspectives can be seen as people discover the kingdom in their lives.

For example, the Samaritan woman was not expecting the great things Jesus was offering
her when Jesus met her at the well. But listening to Jesus speak of living water and the eternal
salvation that He was offering, she focused her attention on Him and his spiritual gift of
salvation (John 4:15, 27-29). Simon, engaged in the practice of sorcery, saw the supremacy of
God’s rule, and believed the good news of the kingdom and entered into the kingdom by
believing and being baptized (4cts 8:12). As the man finding the treasure in the field obtained it
legally by buying the field in order to rightfully possess the treasure, Simon possessed the
treasure of salvation through the only right way- through belief and obedience in baptism.
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However, there were also those who, looking for the Messiah and his saving rule,
acknowledged Jesus (Luke 2:25-32).  As the message of the kingdom was preached, those
influenced by the Old Testament and connected with the priesthood, were obedient to the faith
(Acts 6:7). Saul, well versed in God’s rule as a Jew, had no regrets in becoming a citizen of
God’s heavenly kingdom. He considered all else that had value as nothing when compared to
what he had received in Christ (¢f. Philippians 3:20, 7-8).

Those becoming aware of the kingdom when not anticipating it, and those anticipating
the kingdom see its value, and give up all to possess it. Being saved from our sins, going to
heaven, and being a member of the church should be important in our lives as we joyfully serve
the Lord.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. In Jesus’ day on earth, why would finding treasure in the ground be something familiar?

2. In the Roman world, how valuable was the pearl?

3. Why did Jesus want to emphasize the value of the kingdom of heaven to his close
disciples?

4, What is the kingdom of heaven?

Is it different from the kingdom of God?

5. Can the kingdom of heaven refer to the church?

6. Why is the kingdom such a discovery that one is willing to give up “all” with “joy” in
order to possess its treasure?

What is a Bible illustration of one who manifested such an attitude toward the kingdom?



10.
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What is different about the two parables emphasizing the kingdom as a treasure?

Which parable would best describe the experience of the Samaritan woman: (a) man
finding hidden treasure (b) merchant of pearls finding a pearl of great price.

Which parable would best describe the experience of Saul: (a) man finding hidden
treasure (b) merchant of pearls finding a pearl of great price.

What are the “treasures” connected with the kingdom of heaven?



